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Left to right: Panorama of the Old Town · Mannerist
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Market Square · Parish Square - Plac Po Farze

Flag

Coat of arms

Motto: Fidelitatem et Constantinam (in Latin)
Wiernością i Stałością (in Polish)[1]

Coordinates: 51°14′53″N 22°34′13″E

Country Poland
Voivodeship Lublin
County city county

Established before 12th century
Town rights 1317

Government
 • Mayor Krzysztof Żuk

Area
 • City 147 km2 (57 sq mi)

Population (2009)
 • City 349,103
 • Density 2,400/km2 (6,200/sq mi)
 • Metro 664,000

Lublin
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Lublin [ˈlublʲin] (Latin: Lublinum; English: /ˈlʌblᵻn/) is the ninth largest city in
Poland and the second largest city of Lesser Poland. It is the capital and the center
of Lublin Voivodeship (province) with a population of 349,103 (March 2011).
Lublin is the largest Polish city east of the Vistula River, and is located
approximately 170 kilometres (106 miles) to the southeast of Warsaw by road.

One of the events that greatly contributed to the city's development was the Polish-
Lithuanian Union of Krewo in 1385. Lublin thrived as a centre of trade and
commerce due to its strategic location on the route between Vilnius and Kraków;
the inhabitants also had the privilege of free trade in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.
The Lublin Parliament session of 1569 led to the creation of a real union between
the Crown of the Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, thus
creating the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. Lublin also witnessed the early
stages of Reformation in the 16th century. A Calvinist congregation was founded
and certain groups of radical Arians also appeared in the city, making it an
important global centre of Arianism. At the turn of the centuries, Lublin was also
recognized for hosting a number of outstanding poets, writers and historians of the
epoch.[2]

Until the partitions at the end of the 18th century, Lublin was a royal city of the
Crown Kingdom of Poland. Its delegates and nobles had the right to participate in
the Royal Election. In 1578 Lublin was chosen as the seat of the Crown Tribunal,
the highest appeal court in the Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth and for centuries
the city has been flourishing as a centre of culture and higher learning, together
with Kraków, Warsaw, Poznań and Lwów.

Although Lublin was not spared from severe destruction during World War II, its
picturesque and historical Old Town has been preserved. The district is one of
Poland's official national Historic Monuments (Pomnik historii), as designated May
16, 2007, and tracked by the National Heritage Board of Poland.[3]

The city is viewed as an attractive location for foreign investment and the
analytical Financial Times Group has found Lublin to be one of the best cities for
business in Poland.[4] The Foreign direct investment ranking (FDI) placed Lublin
second among larger Polish cities in the Cost-effectiveness category. Lublin is also
noted for its green spaces and a high standard of living.[5]
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History
Archaeological finds indicate a long presence of cultures in the area. A complex of
settlements started to develop on the future site of Lublin and in its environs in the
6th-7th centuries. Remains of settlements dating back to the 6th century were
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Time zone CET (UTC+1)
 • Summer (DST) CEST (UTC+2)

Postal code 20-001 to 20-999
Area code(s) +48 81

Car plates LU

Website http://www.um.lublin.pl/
http://www.lublin.eu/en

discovered in the center of today's Lublin on Czwartek ("Thursday") Hill. The next
period of the early Middle Ages was marked by intensification of habitation,
particularly in the areas along river valleys. The settlements at the time were
centered around the stronghold on Old Town Hill, which was likely one of the main
centers of Lendians tribe. When the tribal stronghold was destroyed in the 10th
century, the center shifted to the north-east, to a new stronghold above Czechówka
valley, and after the mid-12th century to Castle Hill. At least two churches are
presumed to have existed in Lublin in the early medieval period. One of them was
most probably erected on Czwartek Hill during the rule of Casimir the Restorer in
the 11th century.[6] The castle became the seat of a Castellan, first mentioned in
historical sources from 1224, but quite possibly present from the start of the 12th or even 10th century. The oldest historical document
mentioning Lublin dates from 1198, so the name must have come into general use some time earlier.[6]

The location of Lublin at the eastern borders of the Polish lands gave it military significance. During the first half of the 13th century,
Lublin was a target of attacks by Mongols, Ruthenians and Lithuanians, which resulted in its destruction.[6] It was also ruled by Kingdom
of Galicia–Volhynia between 1289 and 1302.[6] Lublin was founded as a town by Władysław I the Elbow-high or between 1258 and 1279
during the rule of prince Bolesław V the Chaste.[6] Casimir III the Great, appreciating the site's strategic importance, built a masonry
castle in 1341 and encircled the city with defensive walls.[7] From 1326, if not earlier, the stronghold on Castle Hill included a chapel in
honor of the Holy Trinity. A stone church dated to the years 1335-1370 exists to this day.[6]

Jagiellonian Poland

In 1392, the city received an important trade privilege from king Władysław II Jagiełło, and with
the coming of the peace between Poland and Lithuania developed into a trade centre, handling a
large portion of commerce between the two countries. In 1474 the area around Lublin was carved
out of Sandomierz Voivodeship and combined to form the Lublin Voivodeship, the third
voivodeship of Lesser Poland. During the 15th century and 16th century the town grew rapidly.
The largest trade fairs of the Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth were held in Lublin. During the
16th century the noble parliaments (sejm) were held in Lublin several times. On 26 June 1569,
one of the most important proclaimed the Union of Lublin, which united Poland and Lithuania.
The Lithuanian name for the city is Liublinas. Lublin as one of the most influential cities[6] of the
state enjoyed voting rights during the royal elections in Poland.

Some of the artists and writers of the 16th century Polish renaissance lived and worked in Lublin,
including Sebastian Klonowic and Jan Kochanowski, who died in the city in 1584. In 1578 the
Crown Tribunal, the highest court of the Lesser Poland region, was established in Lublin.[6]

Since the second half of the 16th century, Protestant Reformation movements devolved in Lublin,
and a large congregation of Polish Brethren was present in the city. One of Poland's most
important Jewish communities was also established in Lublin around this time.[6] Jews
established a widely respected yeshiva, Jewish hospital, synagogue, cemetery and education
centre (kahal) and built the Grodzka Gate (known as the Jewish Gate) in the historic district. Jews
were a vital part of the city's life until the Holocaust, during which they were relocated to the

infamous Lublin Ghetto and ultimately murdered.[6]

The yeshiva became a centre of learning of both Talmud and Kabbalah, leading the city to be
called "the Jewish Oxford";[6] in 1567, the rosh yeshiva (headmaster) received the title of
rector from the king along with rights and privileges equal to those of the heads of Polish
universities.

In the 17th century, the town declined due to a Russo-Ukrainian invasion in 1655 and a
Swedish invasion during the Northern Wars. After the third of the Partitions of Poland in
1795 Lublin was located in the Austrian empire, then since 1809 in the Duchy of Warsaw,
and then since 1815 in the Congress Poland under Russian rule. At the beginning of the 19th
century new squares, streets and public buildings were built. In 1877 a railway connection to
Warsaw and Kovel and Lublin Station were constructed, spurring industrial development.
Lublin's population grew from 28,900 in 1873 to 50,150 in 1897 (including 24,000 Jews).[8]

Russian rule ended in 1915, when the city was occupied by German and Austro-Hungarian armies. After the defeat of the Central Powers
in 1918, the first government of independent Poland operated in Lublin for a short time. In the interwar years, the city continued to
modernise and its population grew; important industrial enterprises were established, including the first aviation factory in Poland, the
Plage i Laśkiewicz works, later nationalised as the LWS factory. The Catholic University of Lublin was founded in 1918.

World War II

After the 1939 German and Soviet invasion of Poland the city found itself in the General Government territory controlled by Nazi
Germany. The population became a target of severe Nazi repressions focusing on Polish Jews. An attempt to "Germanise" the city led to
an influx of the ethnic Volksdeutsche increasing the number of German minority from 10–15% in 1939 to 20–25%. Near Lublin, the so-

Neogothic façade of Lublin Castle

Castle courtyard with a fortified keep

Union of Lublin, painting by Jan Matejko at
the Lublin Museum
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called 'reservation' for the Jews was built based on the idea of racial segregation also known
as the "Nisko or Lublin Plan".[9]

The Jewish population was forced into the newly set Lublin Ghetto near Podzamcze. The
city served as headquarters for Operation Reinhardt, the main German effort to exterminate
all Jews in occupied Poland. The majority of the ghetto inmates, about 26,000 people, were
deported to the Bełżec extermination camp between 17 March and 11 April 1942. The
remainder were moved to facilities around the Majdanek concentration camp established at
the outskirts of the city. Almost all of Lublin's Jews were murdered during the Holocaust in
Poland. After the war, some survivors emerged from hiding with the Christian rescuers or
returned from the Soviet Union, and reestablished a small Jewish community in the city, but
their numbers were insignificant. Most left Poland for Israel and the West.[10]

On 24 July 1944, the city was taken by the Soviet Army and became the temporary
headquarters of the Soviet-controlled communist Polish Committee of National Liberation
established by Joseph Stalin, which was to serve as basis for a puppet government. The
capital of new Poland was moved to Warsaw in January 1945 after the Soviet westward
offensive.

In the postwar years, Lublin continued to grow, tripling its population and greatly expanding
its area. A considerable scientific and research base was established around the newly
founded Maria Curie-Sklodowska University. A large Automobile Factory FSC was built in
the city.

Climate
Lublin has a borderline humid continental climate (Köppen Cfb/Dfb) with cold, damp
winters and warm summers.

Climate data for Lublin (1936−2011)

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Year

Record high
°C (°F)

18.0
(64.4)

16.2
(61.2)

22.0
(71.6)

27.2
(81)

35.7
(96.3)

33.9
(93)

35.0
(95)

37.0
(98.6)

33.2
(91.8)

25.0
(77)

18.9
(66)

15.0
(59)

37.0
(98.6)

Average
high °C (°F)

−0.7
(30.7)

0.4
(32.7)

5.7
(42.3)

12.7
(54.9)

18.4
(65.1)

21.4
(70.5)

23.3
(73.9)

23.0
(73.4)

18.1
(64.6)

12.3
(54.1)

5.4
(41.7)

0.8
(33.4)

11.8
(53.2)

Daily mean
°C (°F)

−3.1
(26.4)

−2.5
(27.5)

1.6
(34.9)

7.8
(46)

13.1
(55.6)

16.2
(61.2)

17.9
(64.2)

17.4
(63.3)

12.9
(55.2)

7.9
(46.2)

2.6
(36.7)

−1.4
(29.5)

7.6
(45.7)

Average low
°C (°F)

−5.9
(21.4)

−5.7
(21.7)

−2
(28)

3.0
(37.4)

7.7
(45.9)

10.7
(51.3)

12.5
(54.5)

12.0
(53.6)

8.2
(46.8)

4.0
(39.2)

0.0
(32)

−3.9
(25)

3.5
(38.3)

Record low
°C (°F)

−32.2
(−26)

−31.1
(−24)

−30.9
(−23.6)

−7.2
(19)

−4.1
(24.6)

0.0
(32)

2.0
(35.6)

0.0
(32)

−4
(25)

−7.6
(18.3)

−17.9
(−0.2)

−23.9
(−11)

−32.2
(−26)

Average
precipitation
mm (inches)

22.7
(0.894)

25.9
(1.02)

27.3
(1.075)

42.4
(1.669)

51.1
(2.012)

66.6
(2.622)

71.5
(2.815)

64.0
(2.52)

55.5
(2.185)

40.6
(1.598)

36.7
(1.445)

33.6
(1.323)

537.9
(21.177)

Average
precipitation

days
23.3 19.5 18.4 13.1 13.0 11.8 12.3 9.3 11.2 13.3 18.1 20.8 184.1

Average
relative

humidity
(%)

88.7 85.9 79.8 68.9 71.9 73.7 75.1 74.4 79.8 84.0 89.4 90.2 80.1

Mean
monthly
sunshine

hours

53 73 115 174 226 237 238 248 165 124 48 37 1,738

Source: Climatebase.ru[11]

Population
The diagram shows population growth over the past 400 years. As of 1999, the population of Lublin was estimated to 359,154, the
highest in the city's history.

Great Fire of Lublin (1719)

Cracow Gate in the Old Town is among the
most recognisable landmarks of the city.
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Lublin Ghetto

Two German soldiers in the Lublin Ghetto, May 1941

Also known as German: Ghetto Lublin or Lublin Reservat

Location Lublin, German-occupied Poland

Incident type Imprisonment, forced labor, starvation,
exile

Organizations Nazi SS

Camp deportations to Belzec extermination camp
and Majdanek

Victims 34,000 Polish Jews

Lublin Ghetto
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Lublin Ghetto was a World War II ghetto
created by Nazi Germany in the city of Lublin on
the territory of General Government in occupied
Poland.[1] The ghetto inmates were mostly Polish
Jews, although a number of Roma were also
brought in.[2] Set up in March 1941, the Lublin
Ghetto was one of the first Nazi-era ghettos slated
for liquidation during the most deadly phase of the
Holocaust in occupied Poland.[3] Between mid-
March and mid-April 1942 over 30,000 Jews were
delivered to their deaths in cattle trucks at the
Bełżec extermination camp and additional 4,000 at
Majdanek.[1][4]

Contents
1 History

1.1 Liquidation of the Ghetto
2 See also
3 References
4 External links

History
Already in 1940, before the actual ghetto was pronounced, the SS and Police Leader Odilo Globocnik (the
SS district-commander who also run the Jewish reservation), began to relocate the Lublin Jews further away
from his staff headquarters at Spokojna Street,[5] and into a new city zone set up for this purpose.
Meanwhile, the first 10,000 Jews had been expelled from Lublin to the rural surroundings of the city
beginning in early March.[6]

The Ghetto, referred to as the Jewish quarter (or Wohngebiet der Juden), was formally opened a year later on
24 March 1941. The expulsion and ghettoization of the Jews was decided when the arriving Wehrmacht
troops secretly preparing for the attack on the Soviet positions in eastern Poland, needed housing close to the
Nazi-Soviet demarcation line.[6] The Ghetto, the only one so far in the Lublin district of
Generalgouvernement in 1941, was located around the area of Podzamcze, from the Grodzka Gate (renamed
"Jewish Gate" to mark the boundary between the Jewish and non-Jewish sections of the city) and then along
Lubartowska and Unicka streets, to the end of the Franciszkańska Street. Selected members of the prewar
political parties such as the Jewish Bund in Poland were imprisoned in the Lublin Castle and continued to
carry out their underground activities from there.[7] Widely feared collaborator was Szama (Shlomo) Grajer,
owner of a Jewish restaurant with a brothel on Kowalska Street.[8] Grajer was a Gestapo informer. Dressed
like a German official, Grajer summoned to his restaurant a number of wealthy Jews and extracted a ransom
of 20,000 zloty from every one of them.[8] He also used to hunt for good looking girls starving in the Ghetto
for his Nazi brothel, therefore the tight-knit families made sure to hide them from him.[8] Grajer had
cornered the beautiful daughter of Judenrat president Marek Alten, and married her. They were shot dead
together, during the final liquidation of Majdan.[8]

Coordinates: 51°15′11″N 22°34′18″E
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Liquidation of the Ghetto

At the time of its founding, the ghetto imprisoned 34,000 Polish
Jews,[1] and an unknown number of Roma people. Virtually all of
them were dead by the war's end. Most of the victims, about 30,000
were deported to the Belzec extermination camp (some of them
through the Piaski ghetto) between 17 March and 11 April 1942 by
the Reserve Police Battalion 101 from Orpo helped by
Schutzpolizei.[9] The Germans set a daily quota of 1,400 inmates to
be deported to their deaths. The other 4,000 people were first moved
to the Majdan Tatarski ghetto – a small ghetto established in the
suburb of Lublin – and then either killed there during roundups or
sent to the nearby KL Lublin/Majdanek concentration camp.[1]

The last of the Ghetto's
former residents still in
German captivity were
executed at Majdanek and
Trawniki camps in the
Operation Harvest Festival
(German: Aktion Erntefest)
on 3 November 1943.[10] At
the time of the liquidation of
the ghetto, the German
propaganda minister, Joseph

Goebbels wrote in his diary, "The procedure is pretty barbaric, and
not to be described here more definitely. Not much will remain of
the Jews."[1]

After liquidating the Lublin Ghetto, German authorities employed a
forced labor work force of inmates of Majdanek to demolish and
dismantle the area of the former ghetto, including in the nearby
village of Wieniawa and the Podzamcze district. In a symbolic event
the Maharam's Synagogue (built in the 17th century in honor of
Meir Lublin) was blown up with explosives. Several centuries of
Jewish culture and society in Lublin have been brought to an end.
The Jewish prewar population of 45,000 constituting about a third of
the town's total population of 120,000 in 1939 has been eradicated.
[5][10]

A few individuals managed to escape the liquidation of the Lublin
Ghetto and made their way to the Warsaw Ghetto, bringing the news
of the Lublin destruction with them.[1] The eyewitness evidence
convinced some Warsaw Jews that in fact, the Germans were intent on exterminating the whole of the
Jewish population in Poland.[11] However, others, including head of the Warsaw's Judenrat, Adam
Czerniaków, at the time dismissed these reports of mass murders as "exaggerations".[3] Only 230 Lublin
Jews are known to have survived the German occupation.

See also
List of Nazi-era ghettos
Nisko Plan for Lublin reservation
Operation Reinhard in occupied Poland

Odilo Globocnik in 1938, future head of
genocidal Operation Reinhard in Lublin

Jewish women in occupied Lublin,
September 1939

The German Order Police from Orpo
descending to the cellars on a "Jew-
hunt", Lublin, December 1940

Showers (left) and gas chambers (right)
at Majdanek
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Henio Zytomirski murdered at the age of 9
Gruppenführer Richard Wendler, the Governor of
District Lublin
Operation Harvest Festival conducted at Majdanek and
its subcamps
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