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Mahabodhi Temple

Courtesy: Wikipedia Ancient Buddhist monasteries near Dhamekh
Stupa Monument Site at Sarnath, India where
Buddha delivered his first teaching.
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TABLE 30.1: Brahmi Primary Vowels

SHORT LonG
Initial Diacritic Initial Diacritic
Unrounded
low central g 2l _ 4 ka g dfa] = F ki
high front Soill 2 F ki 2ok
Rounded I

high back Ly =+ xu E g = * ka

TABLE 30.2: Brahmi Secondary Vowels

LonG DIPHTHONGS
Initial Diacritic Initial  Diacritic
Unrounded front > e - F ke P ai L F kai
Rounded back 1 o Z F ko - T F kau

etc.), of Tibetan, and of other Central Asian scripts no longer in use. It thus constitutes
one of the most important “parent” scripts of the world, rivaling Aramaic and Arabic
in the number and range of its varieties and derivatives. '

There is considerable confusion and inconsistency concerning the names of the
pre-modern Indic scripts, mainly because the indigenous traditions provide little in-
formation on the subject; even the terms “Brahmi” and “Kharosthi” themselves had
to be recovered by modern scholars from rare references in Buddhist and Jaina texts.

TABLE 30.3: Brahmi Occlusives

VOICELESS PLOSIVES VOICED PLOSIVES
Unaspirated ~ Aspirated Unaspirated  Aspirated NASALS

Velar + kK 1 kh A gld W g C a [n
Palatal d ¢ [ b ch € j 5 P jh h i [n]
Retroflex ¢ t [ O th 2 d[d o dh , I 1 [0
Dental A t [t] (0] th ? d [d] D dh . 1 n [n]
Labial L pll b ph O.b(] e bh 8 m [m]
TABLE 30.4: Brahmi Sonorants and Fricatives )

Palatal Retroflex Dental Labial Other

Sonorants L vy (0l ] r [r] J 1 s v Wl
Sibilants A Sy sl 4 s L h [
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And an example of strokes added to indicate different vowels
following the consonants /k/ and /I/. -

I e el e NN A M SN B
I I I I L & | I I

ka ka ki k1 ku ki ke ko kam 1
la 1a li i1 lu 1 le lo lam

The Brahmi alphabet is the ancestor of all of the 200 or so modern

tian alphabets, and of a number of other alphabets, such as

Kﬁmer and Til_:Jetan.

- India somehme before 500 BC.

The earliest known inscriptions in the Brahmi alphabet are those of
the Emperor Asoka (¢.270-232 BC).

The structure of the Brahmi alphabet is similar to that of modern
Indian alphabets: each letters represents a consonant with a
inherant vowels /a/. Other vowels were indicated using a variety of
diacritics and separate letters.




SOUTH ARABIAN

The South Arabian alphabet was used primarily in the Sabaean and Minaean kingoms in the
Southern edge of the Arabian Peninsula. It is thought to have diverged from the Proto-
Canaanite alphabet as early as 1300 BC, and a developing form appeared in Babylonia and
near Elath of the Gulf of Agaba around the 8th/7th centuries BC. The South Arabian proper
appears around 500 BC, and continued to be used until around 600 AD (at which fime, of

course, the entire Arabian Peninsula was converted to Islam and Arabic became the most
important language).

! There were also contemporary relatives of this alphabet further to the north to write down the
Likh »  Lihyanite, Thamudic and Safaitic languages.

This script was transported across the Red Sea to Ethiopia, where it transformed into classical
Ethiopic (Ge'ez) and modern day Amharic. neb
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adapted by Zegdur, a legendary king of the Ag’azyan Sabaean dynasty held to have ruled in Ethiopia c.
1300 BC.[14]

. There are 24 correspondences of Ge’ez and the South Arabian alphabet:

Transilit. h I b m $(SAs?) r s(SAs') «k b t h n

we U A choooow LA ¢ 0+ 4}

South Arabian | | % | | [ ] [we] | ] T SIEISRIE

Translit. ' k w ! Z(SAd)

y d
ez H N ® 0 H % % 7 m A& 0 A&

South Arabian

Many of the Ietier names are cognate with those of Phoenician, and may thus be assumed for Proto-Sinaitic.

Ge'ez alphabets |edit;

Two alphabets were used to write the Ge'ez language, an abjad and iater an abugida.

Ge'ez abjad |edit]
The abjad, used until c. 330 AD, had 26 consonantal letters:

h.lLh.m & rs kbthn kw'zydgtpssip

' Translit. h | h m ] r S K b t h n
ez J A oo w { AP N+ 1T A
Translit. kK w ' .z y d. g ; | S $ f p

we N ® 0 HS 7 m&836064 T

Vowels were not indicated.

Modern Ge'ez is written from left to right.

The Ge'ez abugida developed under the influence of Christian scripture by adding obligatory vocalic
diacritics to the consonantal letters. The diacritics for the vowels, u, i, a, e, 9, 0, were fused with the
consonants in a recognizable but slightly irregular way, so that the system is laid out as a syllabary. The
original form of the consonant was used when the vowel was & (/8/), the so-called inherent vowel. The
resulting forms are shown below in their traditional order. For some consonants, there is an eighth form

for the diphthong -wa or -oa, and a ninth for -ya.

To represent a consonant with no following vowel, for example at the end of a syllable or in a
consonant cluster, the o (/t/) form is used (the letter in the sixth column).
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