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i The sun

» The sun (Surya) has unquestionably the most com-
- plex mythology, resulting from the variety of person-

: alities associated with it, each of which has a special

- and well-defined part to play, both from the point of

- view of cosmogony and on the level of psychology or

- yoga. A passage-tn-the-Brahma-purana-gives-Surya

: twelve. names, each of which is followed by special

' epithets, as if twelve distinct deities were invelved.
Here is a literal translation, which does not take into
account the deeper meaning: _

© “The first form of the sun is Indra, lord of the gods
and destroyer of their enemies; the second, Dhatri,
creator of all things; the third, Parjanya, who lives in
the clouds, and causes water to rain down on the
-earth by its rays; the fourth, Tvashiri, who lives in all
corporeal forms; the fifth, Pushan, who procures
food for all beings; the sixth, Aryaman, who enables
sacrifices to be accomplished; the seventh derives its
name from alms and makes beggars rejoice over his
presents; the eighth is called Vivasvat, and.takes care
of digestion; the ninth is Vishnu, whe'Ts constantfy
taking shape in order to destroy the enemy of
gods; the tenth, Amshuman, maintains the organs
good - health; the eleventh, Varuna, dwells in’
depths of the waters and gives life to the universe; the

 twelfth, Mitra, lives.in the.orb.of the moos.to.further
‘therwell-being-of-the-three. worlds. These are th?

twelve splendours of the sun, the supreme spirit; who,
by means of them, permeates the universe arnd gadis
ates as far as the secret soul of men.’ e 5
Perhaps his most complete name is Suryasavitri,
lord of light and truth, creator of all forms, because
he represents causal truth. The liminous “cows’ that
set Indra free are his creation. Mitra and Varuna are

powers emanated from him. ] e,
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Surya .

As far as his principal functions are concerned one
must distinguish between Surya the illuminator,
“Bavitri the creator, and Pushan the enhancer.

Surya is vipra, the enlightened, for he throws the
light of truth on the mental faculty and on thoughts;
he is brihat, the vast, for he sets man free from the
limited awareness of the ego and from his surround-
ings, and thus gives him wider scope; he is vipashchit,
of clear perception, for he possesses lucid discernment
regarding things in- their entirety, their parts and
their relevance; he reveals their truth, their meaning,
purpose, reason for existing and their proper use.
By following Surya in his progress all the other gods
attain_his amplitude. He is portrayed as a dark red
man with three eyes and four arms. In two of his
hands he holds water-lilies, with a third he confers

blessings, and with the fourth he encourages his.
worshippers. He is sometimes seated on a red lotus-

" flower, and rays of glory radiate from his body.
In his guise of Bhaga, Surya is, more precisely, the

lord of enjoyment, of the sort that results from right-
action and right creation, and takes its proper place’
inn the divine rhythun through knowledge that heeds

and informs the Word; because of this, Bhaga is also
Savitri, the creator, fulfilled in the divine purpose of
his creation.

Savitri

This ‘brilliant god Savitri, who by his might and
grarideur has traced out our terrestrial worlds in
light’, is the ereator of the true and the just. It is he
who creates immortality and the highest form of
enjoyment of the gods. And so he is “the soul of all
beings with a body’ {atmae swrvasarivinagm), "he who
rules time’. To him and to his power of creation, ‘not
in the sense of Fabrication, or the mechanical forma-
‘tion of things’, the most famous and sacred verse of
the Vedas is adldressed; this verse is the Gayatri, which
the Hindu intones a great many times each morning.

He has golden eyes, golden hands, golden tongues.
He rides in a chariot drawn by dazzling Lh'lrgels with
white hooves; his golden apms stretch r1g ht across the
sky with gestures of benediction.

'Pushan

__'_:Pushan, the prosperer, our comrade, the compamon

irenlightened mental faculey (Indra), has a three-
sid role. He helps us to conserve what we already
assess in the way of strength, knowledge and en-
nment; he takes care to see that we are neither
ke . nor diminished. Furthermore he restores
hat we have lost; he is asked to soften the hearts

of the Panis and make them change their mifd, 50
that they will give ap their prey of their own free will.
And, finally, he is the lord of growth; he makes us
reach our full stature, he achieves plenitude for us.
He cherishes thought as it develops, much as a Jover
cherishes his betrothed. He is the master of the way,
and knows all its various stages, and he also removes
obstacles and enemies from our path.

TF



Ushas

Considering the importance attached to the sun, it is
not surprising to find that dawn plays a correspond-
ingly large part, and uses the same sort of metaphor.
‘In the whole Veda,’ says Aurobindo, Ushas, daughter
of the sky, has always the same function. She makes
the other gods waken from sleep, act and develop.
She is nog only the mother of the rays (go) of illumina-
tion, she is also the mother of the gods.” Her influence
is felt equally among men. "Through her increasing
illumination, the entire nature of man is enlightened;
through her, he arrives at truth, through her he
enjoys beatitude.’” As a human goddess among mortals
(devi martyeshie manushi), she awakens, prompts and
leads men towards both right action and happiness

(suvitaya), for she is not only ‘vast with truth’ (drihatim
ritena), full of truth (ritavar:), she is also the mother of
truths and she is even truth itself {sunrite). In both of
the last cases ‘she is both a worker towards great
victory, and the luminous result of this victory when
she appears in her fullness.’

Ushas rides in a brilliant chariot drawn by cows or
horses that are xeddish in colour. Poets compare her
either T a charming young girl adorned with a
mother’s care, or to a dancer covered in jewels, a
beautiful adolescent emerging from her bath, or
a bride sumptuously attived appearing before her
husbancd.

- Always smiling, sure of the irresistible power of her
charms, she advances, half-opening her veils. She
dispels darkness and reveals the treasures hidden in
its folds. She lights up the world to the farthest
horizon. She is the life and health of all things. If
birds rise on the wing each morning, it is due to her.

Like a young matron she awakens her whole house-

" hold, and sends them about their various tasks. She
performs a service for the gods by waking up those
who will worship them and light the sacrificial fires.
They beseech her to awaken only the good and
generous, and to let the wicked sleep.

She is young, since she is born anew each morning;
and yet she is old, since she is immortal. While succes-
sive generations disappear one after the other, the
life of dawn goes on for ever.



Agni .

The importance of this god emerges clearly from the

fact that eight of the ten books of the Rig-Veda begin
" with hymns addressed to him. According to Aurobin-

do he is “divine will or conscious power, and as such is

the: master of the universe’. As far as Hindus$ are

concerned, nothing can happen without divine will,

Agni, being involved as inspiration, motive power;

actor, instrument and end. And so he can scarcely be
identified with one single form or name to the exclu-
sion of all others. ‘Agni is in the earth, in plants; the
waters contain Agni; Agni is in stones; Agni is within
men; Agnis are in cows and horses; Agni shines from

. the heavens; the atmosphere belongs to the god Agni.
Mortals set fire to Agni, the bearer of oblations who
loves clarified butter. The dark-kneed earth, clad in
Agni, will make me alert and brilliant.’ So says a hymn
in the dtharva-Vedas addressed to the earth. In the sky
he is the sun, in the air he is lightning and on earth
fire, but being Matarisvan (as Vayu is too) he has the
divine faculty of *scattering things in the Mother' and
can therefore penetrate to the deepest layers of
matter. This divine will governs and guides us, knows
the meaning of our blindness, the aim of our aberra-
tion, and from the tortuous interplay within us.of cos-
mic untruth, it draws forth the gradual manifestation
of cosmic truth.’

- Agni will serve as guide to anyone who approaches
him; he is the divine workman, the hope of men, the
surest, gentlest and nearest of the gods, the immut-
able light placed in us so that we may see, and he is
also the swiftest appyehension of swiftly moving
things. -

Like Ushas he plays an important part vis-g-vis the
gods; all are contained in him, he is the ‘I’ of all gods,
he is their father and yet their son, for he introduces
into creation the powers destined to bring about
evolution as and when conditions are ripe for the
realisation of a new phase. And these powers-are, in
actual fact, the gods. Therefore, on the plane of the
human soul, Agni creates the gods in us and is the
prime cause of their complex action. :

According to Hindu concepts, the sacrifice yajna is
the essential act in life. Gandhi declared it to be ‘a
principle which was created at the same time as
humanity’, and added that ‘a life of sacrifice is the
supreme summit of art’. Now in this supremeé act
Agni plays every part: he is at once the offering, the

priest, he for whom the sacrifice is celebrated, the.

Hame, the messenger and the one to whom the
sacrifice is offered, ‘the fire of divine will, which
receives the sacrifice and becomes its priest’. And so
Agni's constant symbol is the sacrificial fire. He is
described as being a red man with three legs and
seven arms. He has black hair and eyes. His jaws are
sharp and flames spurt from his mouth. He is boriz in
the waters. And he rides on the back of a ram. - e
His most usual appellations are Pavaka (the puri-
fier), Dhumaketu (he who has smoke for a stai dard),
Jatavedas (authority on all births), Anal st
name for the letier ‘R’ and basic sound cor Sp
to Agni) and various names commencing with |
or Huta-, as a reminder that he bears (or
offerings. i
. When man refuses to submit to divine will (in

2q



The Adityas .
The Adityas, sons of Adid and Kasyapa, vary in
number from two to fifteen, and texts even speak
of the supreme Aditya, who would be Varuna the
sun, or Vishnu, or Siva. Usually, however, there are
eight or twelve Adityas. The list generally includes a
high proportion of aspects of the sun: Surya, Savitri,
Vivasvat, Bhaga, Pushan and Martanda {the hidden,
lost or dark sun), Other gods often mentioned in this o
connection include Amsha, a feeling of uninterrupted
unity with the divine essence, the ever young and
dazzling Aryaman with numerous” chariots, the
Asvins, Chandramas (the moon), Dhatri, who forms
the embryo, Jaya, or victory won by self-refinément,
Kubera, Mrityu (death), Rudra, Sakra (Indra),
Skanda, Tvashtri, Vishnu in his incarnation of
Vamana, Yama and especially Mitra and Varuna.
They are usually born in pairs as twins — for example,
Dhatri and Aryaman, Mitra and Varuna, Amsa and
Bhaga, Indra and Vivasvat, ) '
‘The children of Aditi, begotten of her in just law
(rita) and manifested in this active life of her move-
ment, protect the world against chaos and ignorance.
They maintain the invincible interplay of truth in the
universe; and construct the worlds in the ‘Hirage of
truth. They are brilliant, golden, pure, imma¢ :
fmpeccable, holy, sirong, irresistible, vast. profo
theyare kings who never sleep, see far, havé rivme
eyes and whom nothing can undermine.
‘Their worshippers are protected by the:
wazrrior is by his armour.

Varuna

Varuna is the spiritual image of an infinit
braces and illumines. All space is his, all in
province. “The two oceans {of air and earth
stomachs of Varuna,’ said the Athars

also resides in this little pool of water:




Aditi

Aditi is supreme nature, mother of worlds, which take
shape on the seven planes of her cosmic action in the
form of energy in the conscious being; she is also
infinite light, which nothing can prevent, the divine
world itself being one of its formations. She is also
supreme and infinite consciousness, which is vast and
blessed and is hidden in the subconscious, and she is
infinite existence to which the gods owe their birth,
and spurce of all cosmic forms of consciousness,
physical consciousness as well as the superior forms.

In the cosmos she is indivisible consciousness, the
undivided and infinite unity of things, in which there
is no duality {advaya), whilst her sister and rival, Diti,
also called Danu, is the divided consciousness, which
separates and dualises.

As a good protectress and leader, she realises her-
self in human form in the birth and interplay of her
glorious children, the gods, whereas Diti, who is
ignorance or obstruction, is mother of Vritra and the

other danavas, enemies of the gods and of man in his .

progression. Aditi corresponds to that which is
universal and divine in man, Diti to that which is
individual and human in him. ‘

Aditi, who is perhaps the source of divine attributes
rather than of the gods themselves, is symbolised by
the cow that nothing can kill; it is both the food-
giving cow (dhenu), from which flow the seven rivers,
and the cow of light (go), which gives birth to the
dawns, the primeval and supreme light made mani-
fest in seven rays (go), which are her seven names
and seven seats {dhaman), and which are also the
goddess herself.

She is sometimes portrayed as Vishnu's wife, and
if one takes into account certain aspecis of her in-
fluence, it would appear that she might have made a
second marriage with her son Surya. Ushas the dawn,
as mother of gods and illuminations, is but a form or
power (anika) of Aditi.

4o
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