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Gold crown ornaments
(below] excavated from the
tomb of Paekche’s King
Muryéng-wang (r. 501-523].
A gilt-bronze Maitreya
Buddha of the Three
Kingdoms era, late 6th
century (right].



Sokkuram Grotto Shrine

S6kkuram is located about 8 kilometers up from the Pulguksa Temple
on the top of Mt. Tohamsan. One of the most famous of Korea's cave
temples, it was built in 751 by the architect Kim Taestng, On several
occasions, Sokkuram underwent repair work during the Koryo and
Chosén periods. The grotto, however, disappeared from the memory of
Koreans until it was rediscovered in 1909.

Sokkuram is an artificial grotto with a foreroom, a doorway, and a
dome-room. In the dome-room is a granite sitting statue of Shakyamuni
on a stone lotus seat. The grotto is entered through the foreroom, which is
connected with the principal hall by a corridor. Measuring 6.5 meters
in depth, the oblong foreroom is decorated with ten standing figures cut
into stone slabs in bas-relief. Three Deva Kings stand along the right and
left walls, facing each other. Two more Deva Kings decorate the wall
facing the principal hall, one standing at the right and the other at the
left. On the wall facing the entrance two more Deva Kings, one at the
right and the other at the left, guard the sanctuary.

The Four Heavenly Kings are placed on both walls of the corridor, two
at the right and two at the left, facing each other. Two octagonal pillars
stand at the entrance of the principal hall, almost round, 7 meters in
diameter.

A seated Shakyamuni, the huge main Buddha, occupies the center of
the dome-shaped hall, displaying a sublime beauty of harmony. The zenith
of Korea's Buddhist sculpture, the main Buddha is surrounded, along the
wall, by his 15 disciples. Inside a 25.4 centimeter cut in the upper part
of the wall are enshrined seated Bodhisattvas. Above the wall niches is
the dome ceiling, which is decorated with a vast lotus flower pattern carved
in relief.

In order to appreciate the value of Sékkuram, it is necessary to
comprehend the place the grotto has in Korea's ancient architecture, and
to conduct comparative research on cave temples of India, China, and
Korea. Most noteworthy is the geometrical proportion and precision of
the Shilla artists' construction at Sokkuram. One thousand years have
passed since its construction, and their mathematical knowledge and
architectural skill is still highly impressive.

The position of the main Buddha is also impressive. The statue is so
placed that it is slightly off center in the principal hall. When viewed from
the foreroom, it looks as if it occupies the center, on account of the fact
that darkness shrouds the statue in the background. The Shilla architects
knew how to utilize optical illusion. .




Ch'dmsongdae Astronomical Observatory
(National Treasure No. 105]

[n ancient fimes, in every country of the world natural sciences were
represented only by astronomy and meteorology. In Korea in the Shilla
period science was fostered, as evidenced by this stone observatory,
Ch'dmsongdae, which was built in 647. It is probably the oldest of the
observatories still remaining in East Asia.

The 9.4-meter-high, round edifice, supported by a two-part foundation,
consists of 27 levels of granite blocks piled one upon another. The diameter
gradually lessens until about two thirds of the way up so that the building
resembles a milk bottle. Two square frames are placed on the summit.
There are two square windows on the right and left, slightly above the
midway point.



Haeinsa Temple
in Mt. Kayasan
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The entrance to the library
where the Tripitaka Koreana
wood blocks are kept,

Haeinsa Temple is located deep in Mt. Kayasan, about 64 kilometers
northwest of Taegu. Crystal clear rivulets rumble down from Mt. Kayasan
through strange rock formations and age-old pines, in places forming
spectacular waterfalls. On the way to the temple is a pavilion built on
the site where the great Shilla scholar Ch'oe Ch'i-won lived with his family
after the fall of Shilla.

The temple is recorded to have been built in 802 by priests Suniing and
Ijong during the Shilla Kingdom. The original main hail was a large three-
story wooden structure, but the present one was built toward the end
of the Chosdn Kingdom.

The stone steps behind the main hall lead to two wooden buildings,
store-houses for the world famous Tripitaka Koreana which has been
designated a national treasure. The storehouses, known as
Changgydngpan-go, were built in 1488 to store the 81,258 wooden blocks
carved on both sides with the 80,000 Buddhist sutras and canons which
were engraved for printing between 1237 and 1252.

This Tripitaka Koreana is not only the oldest in the world but also a
more complete and standard Buddhist bible than any found in China,
Japan or any other Buddhist country in the East. It was preserved on
Kanghwado Island until it was moved to this temple in the late 15th
century.

Eleven small subordinate hermitages surround Haeinsa Temple. In front
of the main hall stands Wondang-am Hermitage where the founding priests
of the main temple resided, and which commands a superb view of the
main hall and the storehouses of the Tripitaka Koreana. Around this area
roof tiles believed to have been made during the Shilla period are still
found.

Another path leads from behind the main hall of Haeinsa Temple to
Paengnydnam Hermitage, about 1 kilometer southeast of the temple. It
is a small temple where many Zen meditators sit year-round. Down the
slope from this hermitage are two other hermitages Kugilam and Yaksaam.
Both are residences and study halls for nuns; the former for the Zen
education of nuns, and the latter for girls aspiring to become nuns. High
Priest Yujdng (Samyongdang), who commanded a contingent of militant
monks during Hideyoshi's invasion of Korea, died in Kugilam Her-
mitage in 1610. His memorial stone statue, which the local Japanese police
destroyed in the 1940s, was reassembled and erected alongside a stream
beside the hermitage.




The wood blocks used to
print the Tripitaka Koreana,
carved between 1237 and
1252 (above, are preserved
in ideal conditions in a
naturally ventilated
storehouse {opposite] at
Haeinsa Temple. Mova-

ble metal type, one of

the greatest inventions of
the Koryé people.
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