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. When the Mongols invaded Korea, the government was moved
from Kaesong to an island fortress off the central west coast of Korea.
There, a court of devoted Buddhists, believing in the power of prayer to
Buddha, undertook to engrave the best text of all Buddhist scriptures as
a form of prayer to expel the invaders. It took 16 years to engrave the
80,000 wooden plates of the Tripitaka. This work has been preserved
intact and is now kept in Haeinsa Temple in South Korea. It is in fact
the oldest, most accurate and complete sutras of Mahayana Buddhism.

Movable metal type is reputed to be one of the greatest inventions of
the Koryd people. In 1234 a number of voluminous books were printed
with movable metal type. Although a German inventor, Gutenberg, is
credited in the West with designing lead-cast printing type in 1450, the
metal type of Koryé actually preceded it by some 220 years. As time
passed printing type was improved. Later, during the Choson Kingdom,
the royal government sponsored, on almast 20 separate occasions, the
production of printing lypes made of copper. Many of these copper types
of Korean origin, along with the techniques of producing them, were
subsequently introduced into China and Japan.



