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Twenty-fifth Dynasty of Egypt
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

“Kushite Empire” redirects here. For its origins, see Kingdom of Kush.

The Twenty-fifth Dynasty of Egypt (notated Dynasty XXV, alternatively 25th Dynasty or
Dynasty 25), also known as the Nubian Dynasty or the Kushite Empire, was the last
dynasty of the Third Intermediate Period of Ancient Egypt.

The 25th dynasty was a line of rulers originating in the Nubian Kingdom of Kush - in
present-day northern Sudan and southern Egypt — and most saw Napata as their spiritual
homeland. They reigned in part or all of Ancient Egypt from 760 BCE to 656 BCE.[1] The
dynasty began with Kashta’s invasion of Upper Egypt and culminated in several years of
both successful and unsuccessful war with the Mesopotamian based Assyrian Empire.
The 25th Dynasty’s reunification of Lower Egypt, Upper Egypt, and also Kush (Nubia)
created the largest Egyptian empire since the New Kingdom. They assimilated into
society by reaffirming Ancient Egyptian religious traditions, temples, and artistic forms,
while introducing some unique aspects of Kushite culture.[2] It was during the 25th
dynasty that the Nile valley saw the first widespread construction of pyramids (many in
modern Sudan) since the Middle Kingdom.[3][4][5] After the Assyrian kings Sargon Il and
Sennacherib defeated attempts by the Nubian kings to gain a foothold in the Near East,
their successors Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal invaded Egypt and defeated and drove
out the Nubians. War with Assyria resulted in the end of Kushite power in Northern Egypt
and the conquest of Egypt by Assyria. They were succeeded by the Twenty-sixth dynasty
of Egypt, initially a puppet dynasty installed by and vassals of the Assyrians, the last
native dynasty to rule Egypt before the Persian conquest.
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The Black Pharaohs

An ignored chapter of history tells of a time when kings from deep in
Africa conquered ancient Egypt.

In the year 730 B.C., a man by the name of Piye decided the only way
to save Egypt from itself was to invade it.
Things would get bloody before the salvation came.

“Harness the best steeds of your stable,” he ordered his commanders. The
magnificent civilization that had built the great pyramids had lost its way,

torn apart by petty warlords. For two decades Piye had ruled over his own
kingdom in Nubia, a swath of Africa located mostly in present-day Sudan. But
he considered himself the true ruler of Egypt as well, the rightful heir to the
spiritual traditions practiced by pharaohs such as Ramses Il and Thutmose llI.
Since Piye had probably never actually visited Lower Egypt, some did not take
his boast seriously. Now Piye would witness the subjugation of decadent Egypt
firsthand—*“| shall let Lower Egypt taste the taste of my fingers,” he would later
write.

North on the Nile River his soldiers sailed. At Thebes, the capital of Upper
Egypt, they disembarked. Believing there was a proper way to wage holy wars,
Piye instructed his soldiers to purify themselves before combat by bathing

in the Nile, dressing themselves in fine linen, and sprinkling their bodies with
water from the temple at Karnak, a site holy to the ram-headed sun god
Amun, whom Piye identified as his own personal deity. Piye himself feasted
and offered sacrifices to Amun. Thus sanctified, the commander and his men
commenced to do battle with every army in their path.

By Robert Draper
National Geographic
Contributing Writer
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