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Chinese Y of the Rooster - 2017

Courtesy - Benny Lim - Flickr Portrait of a male Red Junglefowl
2017 is the year of the Rooster
in the Chinese almanac.




Despite imperial sanctions, Egyptian and Roman conceptions of
“magic” did not merge until the Coptic perjgg‘Mn;S_ny@
h i stigmatized all pagan practices—Xoman _as well as Egyp-

With_the abandonment of T

cled by that vibict 1L{, the
T blesss SRENTE, the
5{_; { ' ol 'C U ) .c 7

ed to a desi e

Mﬁgm + concepts together as
of “magic” tells us far more

ZBout the praciices to which it is apy 5d. There can
} mf%lwuﬂwm
-~ Cept, laden with “our” innate value judgments. As a term for de-
¢ " Timing wiat we do not_accept, it can be useful, but the content
¢, that which WM@M@L:—“Wt
theological concept; O Superimposition istian theol-
ogy demoted it to_“magic. ic and hk3 y

incompatible notions. Hk3 is a category of in clusion;"defined by

ic, invariable content. The transfer of a blessing by water is
S hK 3. M.agic is a category of exclusion, defined by what it
¢ contain: piety, l'egality, etc. The transfer of blessing by
sometimes magic, sometimes “baptism.” The Demotic
gical papyri were illegal, socially deviant, impious documents in. .
ves of the Romans; they were illegal but perfectly pioys in the
f their users, and their antecedents had been both pious and
¢ must always be on guard against the underlying social biases
ification lest we, in the words of the 16th century philoso-
ordano Bruno, “in vain attempt to contain water in nets
catch: fish with a shovel.”®® Bruno had attempted to defend
1 religion from the charges of “superstition’ and ‘magic ;
mmendation went unheeded. Brumo himsetf was burned for
the conceptual stepenitd-of~“mmagic; connou
doxy, and social deviance. ne e
concept, “heresy” provides a convenient and useful schol-
category. One may meaningfully study the elements and
of heresy, the methods by which a society defines it and
0 it. Yet none would assume the existence of a universal
h to the concept. What might consfitute -neresy is
not identical within the competing Christian denominations
not to mention the distinct systems of Judaism or Islam.
for non-dogmatic_religions the very notion of “heresy”
be cither meaningless or irrelevant. The inherent bias of this

has long been recognized. The same Tecognition must

gxtended to that of magic.
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