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Nga Hau E Wha Marae
Christchurch, New Zealand

Courtesy Te Runanga o Nga Maata Waka Inc.
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Nga Hau E Wha National Marae is
situated on approximately 14 acres of
land located in the eastern suburbs of
Christchurch. It is the largest National
Marae in New Zealand.

THE MISSION CANTERBURY
EARTHQUAKES

Kia whakapakari i te ngakau mdhio o

ia iwi o te ao, i raro i te tikanga Maori, Many business, organisations and

kia whakatinana, a, kia whakaplmau whanau were displaced in the

hoki i te whakaaro kotahi mo nga Canterbury earthquake of Feburary

tikanga, nga whanaungatanga, me 2011. Nga Hau E Wha National Marae

nga mahi whai ora a nga tangata has been host to a variety of

katoa. organisations since this time. CLICK

HERE for more information.
To enhance understanding between

all people, embracing Maori values, so
as to establish and maintain a major
focal point for cultural, social and

economic development.

ACQUIRING THE SITE

In 1848, members of Ngai Tahu sold most of Canterbury to the New Zealand
Caompany for 2,000 pounds and promises of reserves for present and future
needs. When the sale of land was arranged Ngai Tahu understood that in return
for their land "...our places of residence and cultivation are to be kept for our own use,
for the use of our children and for those who may follow after us... we leave to the
Government the power and discretion of making us additional reserves of land."
Subsequent to this deal however no reserves were surveyed in Christchurch and
Méori cultivations and settlements were [ost.

In 1858, the Canterbury Provincial Government granted Little North Hagley Park

http://maatawaka.org nz/na-hau-e-wha-nataional-marae-history/
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as a Maori reserve provided a "...wood or shingle house was erected on the site."
Historically this site was a resting place for Maori travellers. Funds were not
available and no building was erected.

In 1862, the Government notified that Little North Hagley Park was available for
the Maori to tether their horses rather than in Victoria Square. (Then Market
Square). The Government wanted the site back in 1872 and agreed to find
somewhere to replace it. It seems nowhere was found and subsequently
confusion arose over the ownership of this land.

Efforts to find a suitable site for a National Marae in Christchurch continued over
the years although a number of tribal and urban marae already exist in
Canterbury. Finally in 1977, Mr Hamish Hay, the then mayor of Christchurch
offered Cuthberts Green as the only possible site in Christchurch. The offer was
accepted by certain Maori representatives, but apparently not by Ngai Tahu, the
tangata whenua.

MARAE ESTABLISHMENT

The Council made a public
announcement on the 23rd of

September 1977 "...considering “Ehara i te mea he kotahi tangata

allocation of part of Cuthberts Green as hana i whakaara to po.
a marage site.” Ayear later Nga Hau E
Wha Christchurch Marae

Incorporated was established. The

It was not one man alone that
kept watch in the dark of the
night.”

proposed marae siting was strongly

opposed by the local community and — A proverb to explain why tribal

179 public objections were made to histories differ when describing the

the proposal, all from residents of one and the same event
neighbouring properties. The matter
went to the Planning Tribunal and in
November 1979, the Council received
and adopted the Commissioner's
recommendation and approved the
application for the planning and
consent for the establishment of a
marae. The matter was then taken to
the Court of Appeal, however the
appellants lost and the marae was
given the go ahead.

12/06/17. 11:40 AM
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TE RUNANGA O NGA MAATA WAKA IS THE URBAN MAORI
AUTHORITY FOR TE WAIPOUNAMU .

Our agency is based at Nga Hau E Wha National Marae situated in the eastern suburbs of
Christchurch.

We are an approved community services provider of Child Youth and Family to provide social
work support, as well as being registered and accredited by NZQA under the Education Act
as a Private Training Establishment.

We are proud to announce that we have
recently successfully moved onto MSD's
new Approvals framework and in February
2015 we achieved accreditation under Te
Wana: an internationally recognised quality
management system.

We currently deliver a range of services in
health, education, justice, social services, creative
arts, housing, business development, community

development, cultural identity and competence, " person's language is the plume of their

Marae etiquette practice and customs, and the identity, the jewel of their prestige, and the

youth sectors. soul of their dignity.

Take away the language of a people and you
Nga Maata Waka's target take away the very fabric of their culture,
group and Community
Responsibility

Norm Dewes

making them mere puppets of society. "

— Hohua Tutengaehe
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