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The Comparative Method e
'ﬂmpﬁn_cipalme&uadoﬂtishorimllinguisﬁmissimply
éaﬂed’ﬂncompamﬁvem,e&wd‘.m_onelevelﬂ\emm-
parative method is a set of procedures for (i) identifying
lingiﬁs&cresiduessh_amdbyrehbedlanguagm,ﬁutis,
uﬂfﬁ)dmwmghwmﬁmlmﬁmm&mﬂmmddm

mm‘&wmmmﬁvemﬂmd'hmtjusta
setofpxooedums.ltis_alsaa&mq'ofhawparﬁuﬂar '
resemblances and _

,'lrlaydlangemﬁsbo_l&__tintsbefomi,aitoeandmtoo.

The existencesof “regular sound correspondences -
_is one of the strongest proofs. of genetic relationship. |

The sounds that reflect systematic correspondences
across languages, and with earlier stages, and the miuta-
&mw&teymmdetgomﬁmadlytiompambleto&wkinds
_ of genetic markers used by population geneticists.

: Regula:somdmrrespmdemespmvidgaprixﬁpled
}Jasisforreoomtmcthgﬂusoun&sysmandasquwf

) &xeledqmar&dmrplmlqupfﬂiemmmonamestorasig
represented by cognate‘material in daughter languages.
Reconstruction of dopnite morphological paradigms
{such as systems of ‘personal pronouns, artides, tense-
aspect affixes) in tirn provide a powerful confirmation of -
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GoLgma

(in a broader sense, ie, including also morphemic
components of words) attract our attention, or the similarities between
their categories and rules organizing the elemeants of

Mmmmmmmwmmn In
the former gase, one can say, we are interested in the “lexical substance”

of%andh&ghminm‘mmmform'(“mr).

e b £l BT band 430 0 N

. comparative-historical
: mm&mﬁw-hﬁmﬁnmmMum

ﬁmthenmoﬁdmbmcmwmbamﬁe

‘| Eng. ten ~ Pol. deiesieé, ete. In the first case we have the

of . e GRS K m ;.‘ = L~ LSS IR
M(mmmm.)mouumm.mm
than between New English and Polish; compare, e.g., Goth. ‘2affun ters

QUEM FENES ARBITRIUM ST £T :'rusf'pr NormMA LOGUEND,

[Horace ne ovrr]



CeMPRARAT (VE CERPUVWAR oF THRE MODERN
LANCUACES c\ INOIR JoN Bepms

126 VOWEL CHANGES,

4

The modern Aryan languages retsin many of the
characteristics, in this respect, of their parent apoech, and
their vowels aro still, as in ancient times, chiefly pure and
gimple. ‘

Xt must, however, bo further noted that Sanskrit permitted
na' hiatus, that is, no vowel could follow another without the
intervention of a consonant; such forms as mens, tuns, would
be foreign to its genius, The principal expedient adopted to
prevent. a hiatus was the hardening or thickening of tho firat
of two vowels into its corresponding chnsonantal utterance, and
in this manner many forms have been built up, In the spoken
languages of early India, howover; no such delicacy was felt,
a consonant standing singly in the middle of & word was often
dropped, and the two vowels thus brought into juxtaposition
were allowed g0 to remain without any compunction. Nay, so
far from feeling this objectionable, the Prakrit poets reject
consonants' to such an extent that théir words are often mere
floating masses of pulp from which all the bones have been
removed. Thus, prakrita becomes pbua; subhaga, suhaa; niyoga,
niod. In some instances the modern languages have retained

. ‘Prakrit forms, but _in so doing have kept the vowels quite
distinet, 5o that no diffioult or complicated vowel-sounds have
arisen from their amalgamation.” The foreigner, therefore, ox-
periences no such difliculty in pronouncing the Indian vowels
a8 he does in the French combinations oex, ews, or the Glerman
o¢, te, nor are there any instances of two different seta of
vowels having the same pronunciation as in the English, where
toeak sounds precisely the same as week; meat, beat; as.meet, best;*

1 In Old Eoglish the distinetion wes clearly marked. Our fathers from the fifth
to the twelfth century, and even later, sald wap=zwesk, and sweoe =ik, In many
cases, however, our combination ag, pronouneed s f in machéng, is .8 _oorruption of
014 English s0, as georss =yorm, boom v deam, Beotung mBeating, cordhewearth, doost =

beast, eorl=carl, heorte heard, eto. Lo this day our Wessex peasantry in Hampehire
and Dorsetshire promounce en as two ayllables, saying medt, Bedst, souik, ned the like,

i

See Grimm, Deutsehs Grammatih, vob. L, p, 239, compared with p. 641 (Il 6d),




173

In H. 9w, from Skr. W&, & similar process may be sup- |
poeed to be in operation, but I am disposed to regard this as
simply an inversion of the letters W and .- -

(3.) The diphthongs do mot ever appesr to be inserted
between two consonants; in faot, their extreme length would
render such a proceeding almost impossible. '

It results, then, from the above remarks, that diphthongs
are never inserted; long vowels very rarely, and then only in
certain popular corruptions; so that the case_rests with the
three short vowels. - It would at first sight seem most consonant
to"the genius of these laugunges to insert a after gutturals,
¢ aftor palatals, u after Iubiale, or even before letters of thosg
organs respectively. Vararuchi, as usual, iz here vague, and
mierely strings together a number of- instances without any at.
tempt a¢ making 4 definite rule, His Sotra iil. 60 is perhaps ot

open to this objection, s it lays down that when two consonants
forming & nexus suffer disjunction, the former of them having
no vowel of its own, takes the same vowel as the latter, o.g, .
Kishta= kilittham, EHshta= silittham, raing = raana (through
174 - vowRl uARaRS T — o

ratana), krigd=kirid, $drnga=~sdranga; but e immediately
afterwards (iii. 62) gives a list of words in which this rule iy !
not observed ; these latter are sather more numerons. than the
former. They ave éri=sirt, Art—hirt, krlla—kivtia, kidnig=
kilanto, MeSa=="kilesa, mitna==mildna, soapna==sicino, sparia=
pharizo, harsha=harieo, arha==ariko, garhaz==gariko,
Inthoﬁmtthreaofﬂ:eaatheruleinaofarkeptthatthe
inserted vowel, though short, is of the same organ as the
following vowel, and the same may be maid of kileso. In the
next 8tra (83) we have kabmd=khamd, fidgha==saldha (though
4ildka is also found), aud in 8. 65 padna = paima (paduma),
tanel, laghvl, tanut, lakut. The labial m perhape accounts for'!

the & in paimg, snd in the other two words; as also in jid

for jyd we have merely a solution of the somivowel into its
corresponding vowel, and not an insertion a¢ all.
May it not be that the real solution of the question rests

. = in the comparative lightness and heaviness of the vowels theme

delves? 'Where the syliables following “the divided nexus are
not of any great length and weight, the natural tendency t6
insert a vowel similar to that borne by the nexus when yet
undivided can have full play; but when the following syllables
are long and heavy, the lightest of all the vowel-sounds is
preferred, and thus we get kilanio, instead of kalanto, from
kidnta; while in ér, hrd, the usnal, and so to speak congenial,
ingertion of the ¢ is practicable, The question lies entirely
between. a'and ¢; v ia never used in this respoct, unlessthere
is some labial influence at work. : .

If this be accopted as the law for Prakrit, it may be trans- |
ferred to the modern languages also, due allowance being made |
for the disturbing element of provineial peculiarities, such as
ke fondness of Sindhi for the § eound, and of Bengali and
Oriya for the 4. -~~~ = = ‘ ) T




Vararuchi does not make this rule generul in Prakrit, but
confinés its operation to #, p, and ¢, giving as examples wdd,
raadam, dado, nivuds, and others, for yitu, rajatam, dgata, mvrm.
ete. He minkes transition from p to o general, and gives
instances: sdvo, savaho, wlaro, uvasaggo; for 6dpa, Sapatha, ulapa,
upasarge. Upa is universally changed into wes, and even ua
(see § 63). The change of ¢ to 4 is’ illustrated by sado, vidavo,
! for nata, vitapa, bnttheromhundredsofinmnoutobofonnd
. in Prakrit works.

X .
§ 83. (3.) Elision is in'Prakrit the rule; -retention and
weakening, to a certain extent, the exceptions. Vararuchi’s
rule (ii. 2) is very sweeping, and includes. all the unaspirated
letters of the four organs, except the cerebrals, as stated before
- (§51). 9 and ¥ are added probably because they are so closely
| connected with % and ‘W respectively. The instances given are
maiilo, naiilo, sdaio, naaram, vaspam, sél, gao, raadam, kaam,
vidnam, gad, mao, kai, viulam, odiind, naanam, jlam, for makula,
\nakula, sdgara, nagara, vackanam, stcki, gaja, rejatam, kyita,
mtdna, gadd, mada, i:apl, vipula, cdyund, nayana, jiva,
1 The confusion arising in Prakrit from this constant elision n is
_extraordinary; thus, saane stands for vachana, vadana, vqmm
v for pada, vayas, and Vrgja; rdl for rdst, rdtrd; raa for raya,

Pt

CHANGES OF SINGLE CONSONANTS, - 201

rajas, rata; and the accumulation of vowels with no intervening
1 oonnonnnt is in striking contrast to the Sanskrit, which tolerates
no hiatus. Juaijana m = yuvatijana, SUNITR uadraa=
upakdraka, uas—=udaka, airahaa=abhirataka, atujjua=atyrijuka;
so. that we seom to be listening to some Maori or other Poly- < MF:\OQ\
nesian rather than to an ; and
bring myself to believe that the people of India at any stage of
their history ever spoke such a form of upeech as this.
In the modern languages insts plision _ave_ tolerably
frequent, but they do not reault in luatnl to auoh an extent as
~ in_Prakrit. Either one of the vowels goes out with the con-
sonant or onant or tho two votwels which are left behind coalesce into
one, or hiatus is avoided, as it is also in some kinds of prose
Prakrit, by ‘the insertion of ¥, &, or even §. For the treat-
ment of vowels in hmtul 800 §
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INDRE S NET a

L T™wE symeoLisy oF THE STUPA -~ ROEAaY SNoDERAsS |

In Indra's Heaven there hangs a wondrous net with a jewel

‘et at each of its "eyes" or crossings in such a way that each of -these 4

innumerable gems reflects all the.others and is in turn reflected.in each

of them. The whole is mirrored in the part and the part is wmirrored in
every portion of the wholé, so as to. form an*immeasurable radiance of mutual
reflection,'3® The phenomena of the 'world interrelate in an analogous manner.
their static relationship is one. of mutual identity,'37 and their dynamic
relationship is one of mutual intercausality (pratityawsamutpagg)ﬂ33

In terms of the cosmogonic model described earlier, the Centre (R) is
reflected in. each and every point on each and svery one of the surfaces

- of the spheres that Surround it; and any.one of these points could be taken

a5 the point that cenmtres all the othérs. This gives the image of a space
indefinitely extended in all directdons and "packed" with contiguous points,

.each the centre 6f a series of contiguous and concentric spheres. If the .

point A in the model is taken as the Centre and B is its reflection on the" e
plane of the earth, it is apparent that the latter can equally well be taken ¢

as the .centre of a series of sphéeres in the' same manngr as A, and so simil-

arly for all the points (C,D,E; e c.si of the iurgade‘of the sphere on which

4t lies, and.for the points (B‘.B B0 C1,C (C%.v. etc.,) which correspond

“ito them on the surfaces of the other spheres. The points are mutually:
reflecting and the spheres they centre are interpenetrating and interfused.

| P{J ORICEN SoURCE c:@u_‘sﬁ - PG Blow Cewny ) PUTIKl KNeTS
CUnem (CROTS = N TERSETIONS . ,
PUNER WeRE ekt
Ankp EXeusTD .

PO IKEKD O WG s
{7¥k3. 66 : The m&?ﬁgi reflection
of centres and interpenetration .

of spheres in the cosmos.
Py Swell
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Pury  Puie L oreaion
AT ke (ZoRy FIPPEeRE
S oU s 06 setme v AP0 Sauene § Wino |
A circumference cannot exist without a centre; remove the centre énd
_the circumferenge  ceases to exist. ‘Bo remove any one of the points in the

.exemplary model is to render non-existent all the spherés that surround it;
all the pointsg are dependent on each one among them. - ] K

This total interdependance of the whole and the parts gives a model ,
of the Hua-Yen doctrine concerning the operation of causation. The parts
‘of the cosmic whole, and the whole and its parts, are beund together by
tausal interdependence (pratitya-samutp8da). - Each phenomenal entity (dharma)
is the cause (hetu) for the totality of other phenomenal entities; the,. |
totality of phenomena depends upon.and is supported by each single pheno-
‘menon; and the whole i5 the cause of the single entity, Each entity is
*the cause of the whole and is caused by the,whole: this is the Hua-Yen con-
cept of the dharma-dh3tu, a universe of mutually interpenetrating parts,

. The lines of the gridwork drawn upon the surface of the mandala are
Breath-lines (pr¥pa-sitra) which define the Breath-form (prina-rgpa) of’
t@e Cosmic Person, Purusa.. The-body of Purusa is composed of Wind' ¢ UThe
city (pur) doubtless is these worlds and Purusa is he that blows here (fthe’
Wind, vAyu); he dwells {sI) in this city; hence. he is Purusa’.>? . The .inter+
sgctions of the gridlines define vulherable points or tender spots {(marma)
within the body of Puruga, corresponding to*the Breath-knots and centres

- within both the macrocosmic and microcosmic-pneumatic bodies.?3 In the
laying out of the plan of the Hindu temple and also that of the stupa the -
location of these marmas affect the positions of thebuilding's elements :
the crossing points of the lines must not be encroached upon, or else the

body of the donor and the field of the surroundirg environmént could be
harmed. 56 B . L

TTRE 500Y OF AURVSA 15 COMPOSED 4 WIND [BReAm]eorDs

MARY - - - 'QUHRFU WIND BReTH , ,
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¢. The Symbolism of Weaving.

The symbolism of the gridwork of lines corresponds to that of weaving.S?

To weave is to produce cosmas. The world of space and time is woven from

the thread of Breath, In'the Vedas the two sisters, Night and Dawn, -weave
the web of time, as "two weavers in happy agreement weave the taut thread
, together™, 38

The Sun that 301ns the universe to itself by a Gale-thread is the

cosmic weaver 1 ."The weaver of the cloth is certainly he who shines adun
there, for he moves across the worlds as if across a cloth”; 3% and "the.
yonder Sun is indeed well-meshed, for he weaves together the days and
nights". 68 In the Upanisads the world is woven by Brahman. In answer to
" the guestion, "... if the Waters are the web on which all is woven, on what
web are the Waters woven?”, the reply is given that it is the Inner Con-
troller, which is the Breath-thread (sltrdtman).B®! sSimilarly, "... &
which is above the 8ky, that®which is beneath the Earth, that which péople
call the past, the present and the future, across space is that woven like
‘warp and woof. "™Across what is space wovdn...?" The reply is given,: "That
... which the knowers of Brahman call the Imperishable", 8?2 which is Brahman
‘or the Self, "He in whom the Sky, the Earth and Midspace are woven as also
the mind along with all the vital breaths, know him alone as the one Self® .63
Theistxcally expressed, Krsna is the Supreme Person "by whom this universe
“is woven'; §4 and he declares, "All this is woven on me".

The to-and fro movement of the shuttle upon the cosmlc loom is the
alternation of life and death, of the coming into and going out of exist-
encey whether of a person or a world; it is the alternation of both the
‘macrocosmic and microcosmic in- breathlng and out- breathlng, it is the

rhythmic pulse of movement and of change in. both the unlverse and the
'1nd1v1dual

' The warp threads are the immutable and Principial radii originating
from the Centre and passing through the states of existence; the 'weft
threads are those ‘states themselves, the variable. and contingent applic-
ations of the Principle to particdular conditions., The image; is that of
the rays of the Sun {the warp threads) irradiating the worlds {the weft

. threads), with the Sun removed an infinite distance so that its rays are
parallel, ®% and the concentric circles they traverse, being circumferences
of infinite extent, having become straight  iines, 87

srAres Sm extsTENcE A tsﬁamoxfn m'g«—-cm-;x : N
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Fig, 56 : The assimilation of Sun and loom symbolisms

The loom is the cosmos. The warp (top) beam is ‘the Essential pole
of the universe; the bottom beam is its Substantial pole; or, transposing
the symbolism, the upper beam is Heaven and the lower beam is Earth. ‘The
weft threads are the planes of existence or the levels of being; the warp
threads are the rays of informing Light or Breath, linking the upper and
lower Principles, Joined tégether by its supporting side beams the l1dom
forms a rectangle framing an interlaced gridwork of threads, which is

- precisely the form of the mandala.

- 1
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LI IA-E»--—v—-— Bgsence {Heaven}

.
>

, ] planes of Fig., 57 : The loom as
( Existence an image of the COSMOS.

- ETTD | .

je—f¢———mse Rays or Light

-

. . or Breath
{ - }—n— Substance (Earth}

t

In this symbolism the plane of the mandala is seen as vertical, with
Heaven above and Earth below, so as to reépresent a cross section through
the multiple states of existence. Whether the loom stands vertically or

horizontally, the same symbolic considerations apply, since it is possible
to transpose a vertical symbolism of this type to a horizontal plane by
taking one of the directions as "up"., When oriented in this way the grid-
lines of the mandala can be taken to represent the ‘Breath®threads of Egsence, -
running vertically, and the Breath-threads of Substance, running’at right ’
angles to them and horizontally. The nodal points of their crossings are
then so many "concentrations” of Breath, each representing an "object" or

a phenomenon of the plane of existénce or plane of -being under consideration
and each in this way representing a bneqmatic hierophany. !

Alternately, in a complementary symbolism, the plane of the grid-~lines
can be taken as horizontal rather than wvértical and in this case it repre-
sents the plan of a level of existence : the warp and weft Breath-threads
are so many reproductions of the directions emanating from the centre of
the plane., Each crossing is implicitly a three-dimensicnal cross; a vertical
passes through each and every point upon the plane of existence (or of being)
that the cloth represents, linking that point back to the Centre.. In this
symbolism, as in the former, the points of intersection-are so many “spec-
1§i§ationsf of Breath; at each point Breath reveals itself as some aspect,
of foxm. .

EACH CROSSING | :
A gix AAMED So3s C:,)' \

Fig. 58 : The loom as a horizoncal
plane or level ¢f existence.

- §6. As they are considered to be in the physiecs of light,

87. There are cases where the warp threads are étrung from a centre -
or from a ring rather than from a warping beam. )
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d. The Symbolism of the Spider's Web,

The same formula is expressed in.the image of the spider and its web, S5
In the myths of many cultures the spider is associated with the Moon,. which
weaves the destinies of men,’® but in the Bridhmanas it is specifically
equated with the Sun that centres the cosmos.!?l "Like a spider, the one.
God surrounds himself with threads drawn from primordial Substance {pra-
dhanal"; 72 "As a spider spins its .threads... even so from the Self comes
forth all breaths, all worlds, .all divinities, all beings™; ?3 “Just as a
spider emanates and draws in (its thread)... $o from the Imperishable the
universe comes into being"; 74 and “Just as a spider produces its own
threads itself... even so Brahman creates the world unaided by any extran-~
eous means", 75 ‘ ) ; L

The weaving of the web is the world's manifestation (kalpa); its
withdrawal is the reéturn to non-manifestation (pralaya). The radii and
concentric rings of the spider's web are the warp .and weft of the world.

" The web models the multiple levels of existence irradiated by lines of

Breath. ‘

The spider's web is a spiral net converging to its centre, where sits
thé spider who spun it out from his own substance. The spider is the point-
source and Principle of the world and is thus associated with the vulva Ll
(yoni)?®and the cosmic navel (nibhi) : "Whence those seven rays spin forth -
there is my {(Agni’s) navel”.?? The Sun shines with seven rays."to form
the web", 78 T

* * *, 4% *

Ophidian and arachnoid symbolisms coalesce in the myth of, Indra's
smiting of the Serpent Vrtra to release the "seven rivers"™ of universal
manifestation. Invoking Indra, the Rg Veda says, "Thou clavest the spidery
(aurpavabham) Vrtra, son of Danu".79 The term aupavabha derives from firnd-
vabha, "thread spinner", which is to say, “spider™. Vrtra, who is.Principle
in privative mode, prior to the deployment of the worlds, is both the Serpent
who contains the Waters hidden within his coils, and the Spider who has not
yet spun the world weéb. He is the "stark and far-famed Aurnavabha" who,
when conquered by Indra, together with the Serpent Ahiguva, becomes the co-
creator of the :.cosmos, 80 - ‘

- : : ' L UNGR
e. The Symbolism of the Buddha's Urn3 FUNC R Werswes

These asgsociations of spinning out of threads from a centre are
implicit in the usual designation of the spider in the Brihmagas and
Upanisads, namely {rp3-ndbhi, in which n3bhi i5 "hub" or "navel" and {irn3
is "spider's thread™; but Urnd also designates one of the thirty<two
characteristic marks (laksdna)} of a Buddha, the hair tuft on his brow, which
emits rays of brilliant light that illumine the worlds. 8! The theme ig .
regurrent in the Mah3yina literature, where this emission of light from the
tirnd is the usual means wheréby the Buddha affords a vision of the multitude

~of Buddha Lands that £ill all the directions of the sphere of the universe.
‘The Amitdyur-dhydna-sitra provides -an example : "At that moment, the World

Honoured One flashed forth a golden ray from between his eyebrows. It ax-
tended to all the innumerable worlds of the ten guartérs. On its return

the ray rested on the top of the Buddha's head and trangformed itself into
a golden -pillar just like the Mount Sumeru, wherein the pure and admirable
countries-.of the Buddhas in the ten guarters appeared all at once illumin-

‘ated".8? sgimilarly, in the Ladkdvatira SGtra : "Then the Blessed One... <

emitted rays of light from the tuft of hair between the eyebrows... emitt-
ing rays of light which spone flaming like the fire at the end of a kalpa,
like a lu%%nous rainbow, like the rising sun, blazing brilliantly, glori-
ously..."! ; e ) '
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The golden egg and the primeval being

The story of the golden egg then reveals how, in the
beginning of the world, individual animate and inani- -
mate objects came into being, -

In the beginning, the universe was shrouded in
' darkness, total, indiscernible, undiscoverable, un-
- knowable, as if it was completely absorbed in sleep.
Then the Lord revealed himself, irresistible, self-
existent, subtle, eternal, the essence of all beings,
indiscernible. Desirous of producing different
creatures from his own body, he created the waters
and put a seed in them. This seed became a golden
egg, Hiranyagarbha, as resplendent ds the sun; and
he himself was born in it and so was Brahma, the an-
| cestor of ‘all worlds. This Lord, having swelled in the
egg for a celestial year, split it in two by mere process
of thought. The upper half of the shell became the
celestial or divine sphere, the bottom half became the
terrestrial or material sphere. Between the two, at-
mosphere took up its position, with'the earth floating
on the waters, and on the ten cardinal points.

From this egg came fotth the primeval being, with
a thousand thighs, a thousand feet, a thousand arms,
a thousand eyes, 4 thousand faces, and a thousand
heads. He was, the Rig-Veda says, the entire universe,
all that has been and all that will be‘ vay -~
~ This primeval creature, or purusha, then offered
himself in sacrifice in order to create the world, and<= -
each of his limbs and the elements in its composition
gave birth to a series of entities which corresponded
to one another on the different planes of creation. Ac-
cording to other texts it was the multiplicity of gods
.in the universe who made a sacrifice of him, but the
meaging remains the same. The innumerable des-
criptions of this sacred act, which are to be found in
Hindu scriptures, are far from being identical. There
is no single arbitrary account that is mechanically
repeated, but versions that complete one another and
shed light on one another. -

Figly_hﬁ_fn%l%is_s%:d the Brahman caste, the
Word, Agni, and The gods In general, and atso goats.
Fmﬁ’ﬁﬁnpmmms
the merchant cas Cattle, ‘ €et Came
earfh, the casie of mantal Workers and horses. The
sun came fFormrhi €, thé.moon from soul, the
‘atmosphere from his navel, the sky from his head,
“andsoon. . ' h
After this, the scriptures say, ‘having formed all
that exists and . the cardinal points, this  primeval
being, the first-born of sacrifice, entered into himself
with himself’. A picturesque way of implying that the
divifie Thabits and totally impregnates this universe,
which he brought forth from his own substance.-
This is shown even more strikingly in another myth
in which a deity, like a huge spider, secretes an inter-.
minable thread, weaves a web with it and then lives

in this web.
o [BUTauisn
HroR] PU _ ORICEN SOUBCE CRVSE ORIGINATE
. HHE’ %@%mﬂg' .
. o g: ERTAH ﬂ?;wm#ucm‘ v A DREKPLRCE
C RO ame  ETERSSSRBEL T
LA HR-NE&R_MAKE BUILD FRsHioN CsoPLE



Purusa, the Essential Principle of manifestation, isg also Unive}sal
Man, man insofar as he is identified with his informing Essence. In the
symbiglic imagery of the ritual it is therefore appropriate to represent

Purusa anthropomorphicall

mapdala, in the position of

to the East and feet to t

Y, and he is'so delineated on the VEaSEU-puUrusa

the sacrificial victim, face downwards, head

he West., Drawn in this way upon the mandala Purusa

is identified with the cpsmic victim, Purusd-Prajfipati. As we have seen,
the generation of spatial extension angd temporal duration frem their dimen-
sicnless and timeless Principle is symbolically expressed as a fragmemt -
ation of primerdial Unity.
to become multiple: the impartite becomes partite. Mythologically, this

is the sacrifice of th

The e¢ohering integrity of Being is shattéred

e divine Person, Purusa, who divides himself in order

to enter into existence. The discreta parts of manifestation are his dis-

jointed members
of his dismembered hod

¢’ renewed act of sacrifice,

+ Puruga is Prajdpati,
: Existence, who,
cyclé of the Year.?3

i :the manifold portions of the universe are the fractions

Y, taken apart in a perpetually proceeding and aver-
Thus emptied out angd dispersed inte manifestation,
Lord of Progeny {prajd), the personification of total
his oneness fragmented into time, is identified with the

The sacrificial ritual is a reversal of this progress-

ion of the One inpgﬁthe many. . By taking apart the body of multiplicity

Unity is restored.

mandala

.forms - and simulta

The bedy of Purusa delineated in the Vastu-purusa-

is the body of the God "incarmated” into the ground of existence -
the divine Presence immanent within and divided among the multiplipity of

of Unity.

neously that partite body sacrificed for the renewal
. .

.

The fiigure of the immolated body drawn upon the mandala has an alter- .
native connotation. The fi

conquered and transformed b
there was soMe existing thi

gure is also that of brute and titanic existence,
y the gods. The Brhat Saphitd tells how "Once .
ng not defined by name. U i ‘proper

form it blocked Heaven and Parth; seeing that, the devas seized itiof &
g 8n_ an aid it Qﬂ“%EEaSi§E§fﬁ%E§g$§;Ewards' IfT the same& position as

théy were when they selzed T

P stayed on it where it lay, )
Brahd made it full Of gods and callied 1t Vistu-purusa". ?%
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Atharvans and Bhrigus

The Atharvans complement the activity of the An-
girasas, and are the rishis of travel, found on the
road. ‘The Angirasas,’ says Aurobindo, ‘acquire the
richness of illuminations and powers of truth hidden
behind the lower life and its devious turns; Atharvan, |
who is one of their band, forms the path, and then.
* Surya, lord of light, is born to be the guardian of
divine law.’ .
The Bhrigus are also frequently associated with the
Anpgirasas, Krishna in the Bhagavad-gita recognises ;
them as the greatest of the rishis. They ‘discovered the |
flame of the secret divine force in the growth of
terrestrial existence’. ‘
The first to bear the name of Bhrigu, one of the ten
- patriarchs, in his capacity of holder of sacrificial
- knowledge, . exercises powerful authority over the®
most august immortals. When various sages could not
decide which of the three gods, Brahma, Vishnu or
Siva, was the most worthy of the adoration of the
- Brahmans, Bhrigu was given the task of putting them
to the test. Approaching Brahma, he deliberately
omitted one of the marks of respect due to him; the
god reprimanded him, but accepted his apology and
forgave him. Bhrigu then entered Siva’s dwelling and
did the same thing; he would have been reduced to
‘ashes by the wrathful god if he had not appeased him
with humble and gentle words. Thereupon he went
to’ Vishnu, who was asleep, and kicked him in the
chest to rouse him; far from becoming angry, the god
asked him if he had hurt himself, and gently rubbed
his foot. ‘Here,” said Bhrigu, ‘is the greatest of the
gods; he surpasses the others for he has the most
powerful ‘weapon of all, goodness and generosity.’

Aswormdh By the Tiiineof:-Paloma was beothed to -

a demon, but Bhrigu fell in love with her and married’
her -according to Vedic rite bhefore taking her away
with him. With Agni’s help, the demon discovered the
woman’s hiding-place and carried her back to his own
dwelling. Bhrigu was filled with wrath against Agni
for helping the demon, and cursed him saying:
‘Henceforth, thou shalt eat anything.’ Agni asked him
why he uttered this curse since he had done nothing
but tell the twath. Agni reminded him that when one
lies deliberately, one is thrown into hell together with
the seven preceding and seven ensuing generations,
"and that he who refuses to give information on re-
quest is equally guilty. Agni went on: ‘I, toe, can be
quick to curse, but I respect Brahmans and control
my anger. In.guth I am the mouth of gods and
ancestors. When clarified butter is offered them, they
partake of it thanks to me who am their mouth; how
then can you say that I eat anything?” So Bhrigu
agreed to modify his words: ‘ Just as the sun by its light
and warmth purifies the whole of nature, so Agni
shall purify all that enters into his flames.”

The son of Bhrigu, Dadhicha, had, by his austeri-
ties, attained such wisdom that he was the strongest
creature in the world, equal in stature to the king of
the mountains. When the asuras were threatening the
gods, Indra, on the advice of Brahma, asked Dadicha
for his skeleton. The sage surrendered his body with
docility, and. with his bones (more powerful than
thunder) Indra and the gods were able to massacre
‘ninety times nine Vritras’.

s 0

V56

W bhrigu, m. pl. (+bhrd) N, of a.

- wythical race of beings (closely connected with fire,
which they find [RV. x, 46, 2] and bring to 1gen
{i, 58, 65 195,.9] or enclose Tn wood [¥i, 1
or put in the navel of the world [1, 143, 4] 7
which is brought to them and first kindled by Mata-
tisdvan [i, Go, 1; iil, 5, To]; they are also said to
fabricate chariots [iv, 16, 30] and are mentioned
together with the Afgirasas, Atharvans, Ribhus,
Maruts, Druhyus &ce. [cf, Naigh. v, 5} ; in Heat, 12
Bhrigos are enumersted among gods; of, Gk, of
FAeydus), RV.; AV, SBr.; Kaudl; N, of ope of
the chicf Brahmanical families (to which the Aita-
d%yanss are sid to belong, RV. (esp, vii, 18, 6;
vill, 3,9 &c.); Br.; MBh.; Por, ; sg. N. of 2 Rishi

as the ancesto? of-the Bhyigus, AV.; AitBr,
(hic-has the patr. Virapd and is the supposed anthor
of RV. ix, 6ig i, % 193 he is enumerated among .
the o Maharshis crested by the firt Mang, M. i,

- 355 of. TW. 46 &c.); of 2 son of Kavi, MBh, ; of
one of the Praji-patis produced from Brabma's skin,
Hariv.; Pur. ; of one of the 7 sages, Hariv.; of the

" father of Cyavana and 6 other sons, MBh.; of the
£° of Dhatri and Vidhai, Pur.; of the £2 of §ri (by
Khyas), ib.; of the author of & Dharma-$astra (cf, |
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EARTH Sicy THE chrepsg\ VIENU

. Vishhu, in the avatar of the dwarf, cgvers the world in two strides §
. to.establish his authority over the dghBn Ball. " DEMON = ASYREA » Pious ONES

The dwarf avatar (vamana-avatara) SK 441

Bali, a2 demon or asura who reigns over the three
worlds, withstands all Vishnu's attempts to win him
over. So the other gods beg Vishnu to resort to
reincarnation in order to reconquer the realm that
is theirs by right. Vishnu agreés to be reborn in the
form of a Brahman dwarf.

While Bali is engaged, in offering a sacrifice on
the banks of the sacred river Narmada, the dwarf
comes to him. Bali knows his duty: having touched his
forehead with the sacred water, which the Brahman
had used 1o cool his feet, he bids him welcome and.
offers to “carry out his wishes. The dwarf modestly
replies: ‘1 ask you only for alittle plot of earth, a mere
three feet, and I shall measure it-exactly pace by pace.
I desire nothing more. A wise man should be content
to ask for no more than he needs.’ Bali knows perfect-
1y well what is happening; Narada, messenger of the

gods, has told him. But Bali cannot disregard the

laws of hospitality; so h& grants the Brahman his
gift. .

Then Vishnu, suddenly assuming divine stature,
crosses the entire universe in two strides. He has still
a third step to take. Turning towards Bali he says:
‘ Asura, you promised me three feet of land. In two
strides I covered the world; where shall I take the
third stride?. Anyone who does not give a Brahman
what he has promised him is destined to fall from his
estate, You deceived e, you desérve to go down to
the fégions of hell.’ ‘I fear hell less than the loss of re-
nown,” Bali- answers, and offers the god his head
that he might place his foet upon it.

e

‘Then Vishinu gives him the undérworld as his
kingdom; and he returns the other worlds to the
gods:“Buthe has-such admiration for Bali's frankness
that hé Bécomes the guardian of his gate, and prom-
ises it that he will be Indra when he is reincarnated.
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;Z THE RITUAL DEMARCATION OF THE STUPA PLAN. . ’ Fa'lﬁggl

SYHBOLISH §the STUPP sy SNODER®SS

The stupa plan is determined by ritual means. The ritual procedures,
detailed in the Indian building manuals, the Silpadéstras,' and summarized
in the description of fig. ¥, are used by Hindus, Buddhists and Jains to
orient and define the boundaries of architectural projects - citias, Eempleg .
palaces and houses. The same method is employed to lay out mandalas. The
ritual forms part of a cultural heritage shared by all Indian traditions?
and is one that dates from very early times.

The ritual uses the shadows cast by a gnomon-pillar set up at the
centre of a circle to determine an East-West axis. From this the North-
South axis is derived geometrically, and then, by describing a series of
arcs, a square i3 delineated whose sides are aligned with the four
directions.

The ritual orients and delimits space and in so doing renders it
meaningful. It creates spatial order from disorder, cosmos out of chaos.
It sacra1§zes space, establishing a sacred area in the midst of fane
environs, The periphery of the sguare separates a formal area, a space
with form, from an amorphous surrounding; it marks out a defined, and
therefore knowable, space, from an indafinite and inconceivable extension;
it specifies a relevant area, a field of ritual operation, from an
irrelevant expanse. ’
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What we now have is a circle with two diageonals cutting at right
angles and oriented in accordance with ‘the cardinal directions, the
basic layout of the stupa with a circular plan. In order to determine

.Fhe plan form for stuphs with a square base, a second schema of geo~
metrical construction is followed. From A, B, ¢ and D as centres and
with the diameter of the cirele as radius four segments of circles
are described so as to intersect at the points p, p', q and gq° (fig.
d}. 'By joining these four points the square pp'qg' is obtained. The
dlagonals of this square, pq and p'q', mark the axes of the intermed-
iate directions NE-SW and SE-NW respectively. Thus we get a second
schema of orientation derived from the first : a square whose sides

face the four cardinal directions and whose corners lie on the axes
of the ordinal directions.

Principlal Unity

Supraphysical levels
of existence (the heavens).

Physical level:of existence

Infraphysical levels
of existence (the hells):

+ Fig. 4 ; The states of existence
represented by congentric .
... Spheres, : e Lt
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2. THE DEPLOYMENT OF SPACE IN THE BRAHMANIC MYTHS. E;

The Indian literature, both Brahmanic and Buddhist, containS‘ﬁany
accounts, expressed in myth, of the cosmogonic deployment of space in%o
the directions. One typical ‘example tells how the oppeosing armies of the
Gods (deva) and Titans (asura) fought for possession of the cardinal direct-
idns. The earth was unsteady, trembling like a lotus leaf agitated by the
wind. The Gods seized it and made it firm, in the way that a hide is
stretched and pegged by its corners. Using this as a stable support they
set fires upon it and thus prevented their rivals from approaching@ The
earth having been secured, the struggle continued in the Midspace. The
battle was' fought in the EaéET*ﬁﬂﬁ?1?FTﬁE“SEﬁEﬁT”FFE‘WEEE’EHg“FFE forth,
and in each of these directions the Titans were victorious. It was only
when the fight reached the Worth-East, "the invineible region”, that the
Gods were able to repulse the enemy, but having lost the four directibns
the Gods were disoriented and confused and in great danger of losing the
Midgpace to the forces of disorder and disruption. The five regions were
confused together, and were only recognized again when five divinities .
appeared, each in his appropriate place : by Pathyd Svasti the Gods recog-
nized the region of the North...by Agni, the East...by Sowa, the South...by
Savitar, the West,.,by Aditi, the upper region. With the regions once more

recognizable the Gods were able to overcome the Titans, and triumphantly
ascended to the zenith of the sky.a

i
The import of the myth is clear : it tells of the simultaneous measur-
ing out of the four directions and the vertical axis. The five points -
the four at the horizon and the fifth at the zenith - are fixed'in their
positions and the stable coshos of spatial extension is establikhed.

The best known expression of the concept of the cosmogonic deployment
of the spatial directions is Brahm3, the god of Creation, whose four heads,
facing the quarters, symbolize the directional emanation, of space. Brahma
is the source, the seed, of all that is, He is the embodiment of space-
creating and time-creating power, Whereas Brahman, the unoriented and
boundiess Immensity, the Void, offers no room for existence, Brahmi, the
Immense Being, Brahman's masculine or personified form and first affirm-
ation, is the Principle of space and time : he punctuates the Void sc that
space and time may origimate within its non-determination. . He is qualified
Brahman (saguna-brahmal; he is idehtified with the Golden Egg {hiranva-garbhal
from which the universe develops: he is similarly i@entified with Prajapati,
the god from whom the world is formed. '

7.' Parenthetically it should be noted that the term used to translate
"open space" (&k3de) in Kumarajiva's translation of the SPS is roji in-:
Sino-Japanese, which is the term that the great Japanese tea master Sen-no-
RikyQ uses in his NambSroku to designate the small garden passed through
when entering the tea house. Sen-no-Rikyl summarizes his reasons for adopt-
ing this nomenclature by saying, "The term roji sumg up the whole realm of
boundless tranquility that is the tea room"., Rikyd used the term to signify
the purity of the mind that has taken leave of all wordly teoil and defile-
ment. Se¢e Furuta, 1964, pp. 79 f. S ~
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:} THE SYMBOLISM OF THE CENTRE.

. THE GEOMETRIC CENTRE. '

The cosmogony is symbolically expressed as an expansion or radiation
into the six directions from a central peint. The three-dimensional cross,
with its six arms radiating from a common centre, is the universally
recurrent symbol of this process of cosmogenetic evolution. fThe arms are
the coordinates of our sensible world; they indicate how space deploys into
existence from a point centre and, by analegy, how time evolves from '
punctuality. The centre of the cross, where its six arms come togetHer,
symbolizes the Principle that ‘generates the universe; it is the point of :
origin of all things. Ttself dimensionless and timeless, it is the
Principle of extension and duration. Lying beyond all spatial and temporal
limitations it nevertheless engenders thé entirety of spatio-temporal
manifestation. The arms of the cross depend upon and radiate from their
centre; without the centre they could not exist, So likewise the totality

" of universal manifestation depends upon and radiates from - and is

irradiated by - its Principle, #acking which it would be nothing.

The concept of the genesis of Space as an expansion or radiation. from
a4 point is reflected in language. The Sanskrit word nabhi, "the hub or
nave of a wheel" and also "eentre" and “navel", derives from the root nabh,
Yto exgand“. With reference to the human body, the navel corresponds to
Space,® and in the Rg Veda the cosmos is frequently spoken of as "expanded"
from a chthonic navel. Also, ih the Vedas space is often designated by
the word dig, which is literallg “"cardinal point" or "direction®, ¢

Because the geometric point-~centre is formless, dimensionless and

without duration it is an adeguate symbol of primordial Unity, >
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Principle of manifestation. The radiation of the worlds from the centre
is a realization, a bringing into existence, of virtualities lying dormant
within Unityf : it is a procession from Unity to multiplicity, from the
imperishable One to perishable plurality.? It is .a disintegration and
division of the One ‘into the many : activating itself, the One spreads out
and scatters its light into the opacity, and there "rests in a wavering
refraction which appears other than ftgelf™. 8

In the same way that Unity produces all numbers without being modified
or affected in its essence by their production, so similarly the central
point produces all things and yet remains unaltered. So it is that the
Brahmanic texts can say that "IY¥ (Brahman) became the all"? and yet add
that "Only one: Fire ig kindled manifold, only one Sun is present to one
and all, '‘only one Dawn illumines this AI1"'0 and "He maketh his single
form to be manifold".!? Similarly, the Buddha, who is the personification
of the point of Unity, says, "I, being one become many, and beaing many
become ane'.12 »

This is conveyed by the geometry of the figure laid out in the rit%hl'
demarcation of the stupa site. The ground on which it is drawn is the
Ground of the Void or Non-Baing, mathematically Zero. The centre is Unity,
the first and principial number, One; and, since the circle ¢an have but a
single centre, inconnumerable. The circumference, made up of an indefin-
itude of points, represents the numbers of multiplicity; and the sguare
expresses the procession from Unity to quadrature, '3 which reductively
typifies the fragmentation of the One. . '

*® * * * *

L The centre has .another significance.
\\\\‘—quadramMﬁ It is not only the point of origin whence
/ all things issue forth but is alsoc the point
of their ultimate return, There are two
pessible directions of movement along the

Unity radii that join the points on the circum-
{One) Void ET1"F§EE§ ference of the circle to their centre,
\\\\ ,}’/ (Zero) . firstly, from the centre to the circumfer-
ence, and secondly, from the circumference
““t\mmltiplicity » Dack to the centre. These complementary

: phases of movement, centrifugal and centri-
petal, comparable to those of respiration or the action of the héart, give
the image of the successive manifestation and reabsorption of existences,
From the centre as nutleus proceed the cosmic tendencies of emergence and
divergence, of expansion and emanation ¢ the One gives forth: the mualtiple,
the most inward proceeds outward, the unmangfest becomes manifest and the
eternal unfolds to reveal the cycles of time. In the complementary phase
the cosmic forces of reintegration and convergence, of concentration and
conjunction, tend back towards the centre : multiplicity returns to Unity,
the outward turns wholly inward, manifestation is occulted and time is
absorbed into the still point of the timeless. .
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The stupa plan is determined by ritual means. The ri;ual procedures, g
detailed in the Indian building manuals, the Silpagdstras,' and summarized
in the description of fig. 3, are used by Hindus, Buddhists and Jains to
orient and define the boundaries of architectural projects - cities, temples -
palaces and houses, ‘The same method is employed to lay out mandalas. The
ritwal forms part of a cultural heritage shaﬁed by all Indian traditioens?

and is one that dates from very early times.

' The ritual uses the shadows cast by a gnomon-pillar set up at the
centre of a circle to determine an East-West axis, From this the North-
South axis is derived geometrically, and then, by describing a series of

arcs, a square is delineated whose sides are aligned with the four
directions. :

The ritual orients and delimits space and in so doing renders it '
meaningful. It creates spatial order from.disorde;, cosmos out of chaos,
1t sacral%zes space, establishing a sacred area in the midst of profane
environs, The periphery of the square separates a formal area, a space
with form, from an amorphous surrounding; it marks out a defined, and
therefore knowable, space, from an indefinite and inconceivable extension:
it specifies a relevant area, a field of ritual operation, from an
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