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| The Terrible (Rudra)

In his terrifying aspect Siva is Rudra, the powerful in
the sky, whose work begins on earth, the violent, who

directs the ascent of the conscious ‘being; his streng'thf
is pitted against all evil, striking the sinner and the

enemy. Tolerating neither imperfection nor hesita-
tion, he is the most terrible of the gods, the only one
of whom the Vedic rishis (a group of sages) are really
afraid. He is the divine by virtue of being master of
our evolution through violence and battle. But he is
also the supreme healer. If he is opposed he destroys;
if his aid is invoked he heals all wounds and cares for
the sick and the suffering. The strength to struggle is
his gift, as'are also peace and final jov.

The gods fear him almost as much as mortals do.
One day, when Prajapati (Brahma) committed incest
with his daughter Ushas (dawn) who turned into a
gazelle to escape from him, Rudra looked on it as a
grave sin. Fear-stricken, Prajapati called out: ‘I shall
make thee lord of the animals, do not kill me!” From
that day on Rudra was called Pashupati, lord of the
animals, he who masters the animal nature in Kuman

beings. But he shot none the less, prepared later to -

regret having to shoot at the demiurge himself.
As a destroyer, Siva lives where bodies are burned,’
in a place haunted by frightening monsters; some-

times a string of skulls bedecks his chest; he is the -

chief of the bhutas and pisachas, phantoms and vam-
pires. T

‘“Traops of deities’ (deva-ganas)

"Some categories of gods exist only collectively, and
individual personalities do not emerge distincty
grom their ranks. The chief ones will be mentioned
ere. ‘
The Rudras are essentially, forces, or specialised
_individual energies. They are called the impetuous
ones, the violent, those who bring about transforma-
~tions. Varying greatly in number, those in the sky

use rain for arrows, those in the air have the wind,
use food.“Sometimes said to be -

those on the earth
the sons of Vasudeva, or again of Kasyapa and

Suiabhi, they are usually considered, however, to be -

Aspects, parts or manifestations of the god Rudrs,
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The two principals are Aja Ekapad, ‘the non-born
with a single foot’, who stands for generative sexual
force, and Ahirbudhnya, ‘the dragon of the depths,
strength of growth and germination’. '

The_Vasus, latent principles within all things, are
Bound to the idea of riches and material abundance.

The—Marut; populatly gods of the winds, are
mental energies and work for knowledge. Brothers
of Indra, they are not, however, properly speaking
gods of thought, but gods of energy whose power can
be felt in the domain of the mind.

In the singular, Marut, or more frequently'Maruta,
refers to Vayu (also called Pavana, Vata), who is the
god of the wind and vigorous force. He frequently
accompanies Indra, and it is this lafter, god of the
mind, who then drives their chariot, drawn by a:
thousand horses. ,

The Visvadevas, gods “without descendants’, seem .
to correspond to the laws that rule the universe, of to
the points of application of forces (Rudras) on matter
(Vasus). . ’ .

The Sadhyas, who became immortal by the celebra-
tion of sacrifices, are the means by which individual
entities can attain harmony with the great cosmic
current and be borne along by it. - .

Some of these deities are connected more parti-
cularly with rhythm; these are the celestial singers
and dancers, gandharvas and apsaras. The gendharvas
are the link between the various rhythms, Jjustlike the
melody in music. This is why their anger rises when a
sage,such as Narada, or a hero, such as Arjuna behaves
in a manner out of harmony with the music of the
spheres. Both sexes are represented among them.

As for the apsaras, who in, fact are rarely seen with-
out the gandharvas, they correspond to creation,
which is the normal outcome of rhythm. And so the
gods often have recourse to them when a sage by his
austerities has reached a plane of awareness superior

to the divine, and thus risks, as the scriprures put it,
shaking the earth (in other words, endangering the
world of multiplicity) and plunging everything into
the Absolute, Then the gods dispatch an apsara who,
in the. form of a divinely beautifu) young woeman,
tries to tempt the sage to bring him to create and
procreate, that he might descend to man’s plane of
consciousness.
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“duty is to guard the heavenly Soma (RV. iz, 83, 4

-hence twenty-seven are mentioned, VS, ix, ), fol-

LT Y gandharvd,

TR gandharvd, as, m, a Gandharva
{though in later times the Gandharvas are reparded
as 2 class, yet in RV, rarely more than one is men-
tioned ; he is designated-as the heavenly Gandharva
(digyd &° RV. ix, 86, 36 & %, 139, &), and is also
aalled Visva-vasu (RV. x, 85, 21 & 22; 139, 4 &
5) and Vayu-keta (in pl., RV. i, 38, 6); his habi-
tation {s the dey, or the region of the air and the
heavenly waters (RV. i, 23, 14; vili, ¥7; 5; ix,
85,12} 86, 365 x,¥0,43 AV.1i, 3,3); Iis especial

& 85, 12), which the gods obtain through his inter-
vention (RV.; AV, vii, 73, 3; f RV. ], a2, 14);
it is obtained for the human race by Indra, who con-
quersthe Gandharva and takees it by force (RV. viil,
I, XX & 47, 5); the heavenly Gandharva is sup-
posed to be a good physician, because the Soma is
considered as the best medicine ; possibly, however,
the word Soma originally denoted not the beverage
so called, but the moon, and the heavenly Gan-
dharva may have been the genius or tutelary deity
of the moon ; in one passage (RV. ix, 86, 36) the
heavenly Gattdharva and the Soma are identified;
he is also regarded as one of the genii who regulate
the course of the Sun’s horses (i, 163, 2; x, 177, 2;
of. 138, 5); he knows and miakes known the secrets
of heaven and divine traths gencrally (x, 139, 3
& 6; AV.H, 1, 25 xx, 138, 3; V8. i, 1; xxxii,
9); he is the parent of the first pair of human
beings, Yama and ¥Yami (RV. x, 10, 4), and has a
peculiar mystical power over women and a right to
possess them (RV, x, 85, 2x & 22; 40 & 413; for
this reason he is invoked in marriage ceremontes
(AV. xiv, 2, 35 & 36); ecstatic states of mind and
possession by evil spirits are supposed to be derived
fromthe heavenly Gandharva (cf. -gpékite, -gvaka);
the Gandharvas as a dlass have the same character~
istic festures as the one Gandharva ; they live in the
sky (RV.3 AV, ; $Br. xiv), guard the Soma (RV. ix,
T13, 3; SBr. iii; AitBr. i 27), are govemed by
Varuna (just as the Apsarasas are governed by Soma),
SBr. xiii ; Advir. x, ¥, 3, know the best medicines
{AV. viii, 7, 23 ; V5. xil, 98), regulate the course
of the asterisms (AV, xiii, X, 23 ; BhP. iv, 20, 2%;

low after women and are desirous of intereourse with
them (AV.; 8Br. iii} ; as soon as n giv} becomes mas-
riageable, she belongs to Soma, the Gandharvas, and
Agni (Grikiyas. ii, 19£.; Paficst.; Suir,); the wives of
the Gandharvas are the Apsarasas (of. gosdharvip-
sards), and like them the Gandharvas are invoked
in gambling with dice (AV. vii, 109, 5); they are
also feared as evil beings together with the Riksha-
sas, Kiridins, Pigscas, &c., amulets being worn as a
protection againstthem (AV.; Susr.); they are said to
have revealed the Vedas to Vac ($Br. iii; of, ParGy. ii,
13, 3), and arecalled the preceptorsof the Rishis (§Br.
xi); Puriiravas is called among them (ib.)3 in epic
poetry the Gandharvas are the celestial musicians or
heavenly singers (cf. RV. x, 197, 2) who form the

long together with the Apsarasas to Indra’s heaven,
sharing also in his battles (Yajf. i, 71 ; MBh.; Hariv, -
&c.; of. RTL. p. 238); inthe more systematic my-
thology tire Gandharvas constitute one of the classes

manes, Gandharvas, AV, xi, &, 23 or gods, Asuras,
Gandharvas, men, TS. vii, 8, 25, 3; of, $Br. x; or
gods, men, Gundharvas, Apsarasas, Sarpas, and manes,
AitBr.iii, 31, 5 ; for other enumerations ef, Nir. iii, 8;
Mn. i, 37 [RTL.p. 237] & iil, 1963 vii, a3} xii,
4773 Nal, &¢.); divine and human Gandharvasare dis-
tinguished (T'Up. ii, 8; the divine or Deva-Gandhar-
vas are enumeated MBL. 4, 2550 F. & 4810 f1.);
another passage names I1 classes of Gandharvas (T-

{MBh. i, 2550; Hariv. 11553) or of Pradhz (MEh.
i, 2556) or of Arishtx (Hariv. 234; VP. i, 21) or
of Viic (PadmaP.}; with Jainas the Gandharvas cons
stitute S-P‘ of the eight classes of the Vyantaras]; N.
of the'attendant of the Ith Arhat of the present
Avasarpinh, L. ; 2 singer, VarBr8, Iexxvii, 35 ; BhP.§,
11, 31; the Koil or black cuckoo, L.; 2 sage, pious

- man, Mahidh. on V8. xxxii, 9; a horse, MBh. iii,

11762 of, i, T043; the musk deer (derived fr.
gandlia), L.y the soul after death and previous to

its being born again (corresponding in some respects
to the western notion of a ghost), L.; N. of the
¥14th Kalpa or period of the world, VayuP. i, 21, 30;
of the 215t Muhiirta, Stryapr.; of a Svara or tone
(for pindharat), Haviv. 1i, 130, 4; m, pl, the Gan-
dharvas (see above); N. of = people (named together
with the Gindhiras), R.vii, 100, 10 f. & yo1, 2. &
r1; VarBd. xiv, 31; (&), £ Durgs, Hariv, ii, 120,
4 (v.L. géndkarviy; (), . Gandharei (dzughter of
Surabbi and mother of the race of horses, MBL. i,
2631 f.; R, Hi, 20, 28€; VayuP.), RV. x5 11, 2;
R.; night, BhP. iv, 29, 21; Ec? G kévravpos .,
werbupfo-s.] w knnys, f. 2 Gandharva virgin, K3~
mang, & eXhagds, m. . one of the ¢ divisions of
Bharata-varsha. w gydhita (%rvd-), mfn, possessed
by & Gandharve, $Br, xiv; AitBr, v, 2, 2.= graha,
1o, the being possessed by 2 Gandbarva, Suér. vi, 6o,
8, w tniln, 1, castor-oil, Bhipr, m twa, 0. the state of
2 Gandharva, Kathas, lxxiv, 312, «datts, £, N.
of 2 daughter of the Gandharva prince Sigara-datta,
Vi, §. w BAEAYR,N. ‘ Gandharva.city,’ an imaginary
town in the sky, MBh. if, 1043 ; Hariv,; R. v &c.;
Fata Morgana, Pan, iv, 1, 3, Kir.; VarBrs. xxx;
xxxvi, 47 BhP. v, 14, 55 K5d,; the city of the Gan-
dharva’pecple, R. vii. = patnl (od-), 1. the wife
of a Gandharva, an Apsarag, AV, ii, 2, 5. wpada,
n, the abode of the Gandharvas, AV, Paris, s purs,
0. (=-mgpara) the city of the Gandharvas, Kath#s ;
Fetz Morgana, VirBrS.; BhP. v, ~ 28R, . 2 chief

of the Gandharvas, MBh.; N. of Citra-raths, W,

=t (#4°), m. the time or season of the Gan-
dharvas, AV, xiv, 2, 34.w=Iokd, m. pl. the worlds
of the Gandharvas, SBr. xiv, 6,6, 1 & 7, 1, $7 £,
wm vidyh, £.‘Gandbarva-science,” music, MBh.; {pl.)
R.i, 70, 21. = viviiha, m. ‘the form of marrizge
peculiar to the Gandharvay’ a marriage proceed-
ing entirely from love without ceretmonies and withe
out copsulting relatives (allowed between persons
of the second’ or military class); cf. Mn. iii, 26.
w=vedn, m, =-widyd (considered asa branch of the
8V..), Carap. = hasta, m, ¢ Gandharva-handed (the
form of the leaves resembling that of a hand),’ the
castor-oil tree, Sutr. ; (a-manushyaspa £° Kivyad.
i, 12%.) = haxtaka, m.id., Sufr, Gandharvips
Baras, 2sas, f, pl. the Gandharvas and the Apsarasas,
VE. xxx, 8; AV.; 8Br, &c.; (asan), f, du, Gan-
dharva and the Apsarasss, ArshBr. Gandharee.

o 4

ahthd, mfn. being with Gandharva, MainS. i, 3, 1.
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“The Terrible (Rudra)

In his terrifying aspect Siva is Rudra, the powerful in
the sky, whose work begins on earth, the violent, who
_ directs the ascent of the conscious being; his strength |
is pitted against all evil, striking the sinner and the
enemy. Tolerating neither imperfection nor hesita-
tion, he is the most terrible of the gods, the only one
of whom the Vedic rishis (2 group of sages) are really
afraid. He is the divine by virtue of being: master of
our evolution through violence and battle. But he is
also the supreme healer. If he is opposed he destroys;
if his aid is invoked he heals all wounds and cares for
the sick and the suffering. The strength to struggle is
his gift, as'are also peace and final joy. '

The gods fear him almost as much as mortals do.
One day, when Prajapati (Brahma) committed incest
with his daughter Ushas (dawn) who turned into a
gazelle to escape from him, Rudra looked on it as a
grave sin. Fear-stricken, Prajapati called out: ‘I shall
make thee lord of the animals, do not kill me!” From
that day on Rudra, was called Pashupati, lord of the
animals, he who masters the animal nature in human
beings. But he shot none the less, prepared later to

_regret having to shoot at the demiurge himself,

As a destroyer, Siva lives where bodies are burned, -

'in a place hatnted by frightening monsters: some-
times a string of skulls bedecks his chest; he is the
chief of the bhutas and pisachas, phantoms and vam.-
pires. ' T

“Troops of deities’ (deva-ganas)

"Some categories of gods exist only collectively, and

individual personalities do not_emerge distinctly

from their ranks. The chief ones will be mentioned
here. '

The Rudras are essentially forces, or specialised

. individual energies. They are called the impetuous

. ones, the violent, those who bring about transforma-

“tions. Varying greatly in number, those in the sky

use rain for arrows, those in the air have the wind,
those on the earth use food. Sometimes said to be -

the:sons of Vasudeva, or again of Kasyapa and
Sy
‘aspects, parts or manifestations of
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hi, they are usually considered, however, to be -
the god Rudra,

c 25

The two principals are Aja Ekapad, ‘the non-born
with a single foot’, who stands for generative sexual
force, and Ahirbudhnya, ‘the dragon of the depths,
strength of growth and germination’, '

The Vasus, latent principles within all things, are
bound to the idea of riches and material abundance.

‘The~Marms; populatly gods 6f the winds, are
mental energies and work for knowledge. Brothers
of Indra, they are not, however, properly speaking
gods of thought, but gods of energy whose power can
be felt in the domain of the mind. ,

In the singular, Marut, or more frequenty’Maruta,
refers to Vayu (also called Pavana, Vata), who is the
god of the wind and vigorous force. He frequently
accompanies Indra, and it is this latter, god of the
mind, who then drives their chariot, drawn by a:
thousand horses. .

The Visvadevas, gods “‘without descendants’, seem .
to correspond to the laws that rule the universe, 6r to
the points of application of forces (Rudras) on matter
(Vasus). . ) ‘

The Sadhyas, who became immortal by the celebra-
tion of sacrifices, are the means by which individual
entities can attain harmony with the great cosmic
current and be borne along by it. - :

Some of these deities are connected more parti-
cularly with rhythm; these are the celestial singers
and dancers, gandharvas and apsaras. The gandharvas
are the link beiween the various rhythms, Jjust like the
melody in music. This is why their anger rises when a
sage,suchas Narada, or a hero, such as Arjunabehaves
in a manner out of harmony with the music: of the
spheres. Both sexes are represented among them.

As for the apsaras, who In, fact are rarely seen with-
out the gandharvas, they correspond to creation,
which is the normal outcome of rhythm. And so the
gods often have, recourse to them when a sage by his

_austerities has reached a plane of awaréness superior

to the divine, and thus risks, as the scriptures put it,
shaking the earth (in other words, endangering the
~ world of multiplicity) and plunging everything into
the Absolute. Then the gods dispatch an apsara who,
in the form of a divinely beautiful young woman,
tries to tempt the sage to bring him to create and
procreate, that he might descend to man’s plane of '
consciousness.
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ORIGIN MYTHS . 281

A. South Island myth coliected by H. Beatt:e traces the origin
of echoes back to Rona (connected with the'moon), who, strange
to say, appears in this version as a man. Rona took to wife one
Hine-aroaro-te-pari, who evidently personifies cliffs (pari), she
was the Cliff Maid. When Rona was away at sea engaged in
fishing a being named Hoka would descend from the heavens and
visit his wife, the Cliff Maid. When Rona found this out he sent
his wife out f,lshmg and, when Hoka arrived, he slew him and
cooked certain parts of hlS body which he gave to his wife to eat
when she returned from her fishing. When she found that she had
eaten the flesh of her celestial lover she was enraged and so
attacked Rona, who at once fled with his children. So hard

RJQ pressed was he that he concealed his children in a cliff and then
- pawiss ascended to the heavens and took refuge in the moon, where he

f
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can still be seen with his calabash or gourd vessel before him. His
deserted children awaited his return in vain, and so became spirits
imprisoned within the cliffs, where . they have ever since
remained. And when any persons cry out in the vicinity then such
cries are repeated by the spirits of the children of Rona and the
Cliff Maid, who are known as “The Children of Hine-aroaro-te-
pari”. Such are the Echo Children, who lurk in lone places, and,
by thelr cries, confuse or terrify people -
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ORIGIN MYTHS 281

A South Island myth collected by H. Beattie traces the origin
of echoes back to Rona (connected with the moon), who, strange
to say, appears in this version as a man. Rona took to wife one
Hine-aroaro-te-pari, who evidently personifies cliffs (pari), she
was the Cliff Maid. When Rona was away at sea engaged in
fishing a being named Hoka would descend from the heavens and
 visit his wife, the Cliff Maid. When Rona found this out he sent
his wife out fishing and, when Hoka arrived, he slew him and
cooked certain parts of his body. which he gave to his wife to eat
when she returned from her fishing. When she found that she had
caten the flesh of her celestial lover she was enraged and so
attacked Rona, who at once fled with his children. So hard
pressed was he that he concealed his children in a cliff and then
ascended to the heavens and took refuge in the moon, where he
can still be seen with his calabash or gourd vessel before him, His
deserted children awaited his return in vain, and so became spirits
imprisoned ~within the cliffs, where . they have ever since
remained. And when any persons cry out in the vicinity then such
cries are repeated by the spirits of the children of Rona and the
Cliff Maid, who are known as “The Children of Hine-aroaro-te-
pari”. Such are the Echo Children, who lurk in lone places, and,

Daksha ,

Daksha, the son of Brahma, is sometimes considered
to be the chief of the Prajapatis, He:was born-of Aditi,
and Aditi was born of him. Of_his sixty. . fine-eyed’
daughters; he-gave ten in marriage to Dharma (the
law), twenty-seven 1t0.Soma (they became the.constel-
lations, ‘nakshatras), thirteen io Prajapati Kasyapa
(they became the mothers of the gods, demons, men,
birds, serpents and all living creatures), three to
Trakshya (Garuda), two to Agni (or Krisasva), two

text to text,

sacrifice, Daksha invited all the gods to it with the

smashed everything, trampled on Indra, broke
broke Pushan's teeth, massacred all present and

the sacrificial fire. After this Sati, brought to life again_
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A South Island myth collected by H. Beattie traces the origin
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of echoes back to Rona (connected with the'moon), who, strange
to say, appears in this version as a man. Rona took to w1fe one
Hine-aroaro-te-pari, who evidently personifies cliffs (pari), she
was the Cliff Maid. When Rona was away at sea engaged in
fishing a being named Hoka would descend from the heavens and
! visit his wife, the Cliff Maid. When Rona found this out he sent
his wife out fishing and, when Hoka arrived, he slew him and
cooked certain parts of his body which he gave to his wife to eat

when she returned from her fishing. When she found that she had
eaten the flesh of her celestial lover she was enraged and so

attacked Rona, who at once fled with his children. So hard
R\;Q pressed was he that he concealed his children in a cliff and then
F;g,qgs ascended to the heavens and took refuge in the moon, where he

can still be seen with his calabash or ‘gourd vessel before him. His
deserted children awaited his return in vain, and sc became spirits

: imprisoned within the cliffs, where . they have ever since
| remained. And when any persons cry out inthe vicinity then such
: cries are repeated by the spirits of the children of Rona and the
Cliff Maid, who are known as “The Children of Hine-aroaro-te-
pari”. Such are the Echo Children, who lurk in lone places, and,
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A South Island myth collected by H. Beattie traces the origin
of echoes back to Rona {connected with the moon), who, strange
to say, appears in this version as a man. Rona took to wife one
Hine-aroaro-te-pari, who evidently personifies cliffs (pari), she
was the Cliff Maid. When Rona was away at sea engaged in
fishing a being named Hoka would descend from the heavens and

* visit his wife, the Cliff Maid. When Rona found this out he sent

his wife out fishing and, when Hoka arrived, he slew him and
cooked certain parts of his body which he gave to his wife to eat
when she returned from her fishing. When she found that she had
eaten the flesh of her celestial lover she was enraged and so
attacked Rona, who at once fled with his children. So hard
pressed was he that he concealed his children in a cliff and then
ascended to the heavens and took refuge in the moon, where he
can still be seen with his calabash or gourd vessel before him. His
deserted children awaited his return in vain, and so became spirits
imprisoned ~within the cliffs, where .they have ever since
remained. And when any persons cry out in the vicinity then such
cries are repeated by the spirits of the children of Rona and the
Cliff Maid, who are known as “The Children of Hine-aroaro-te-
pari”. Such are the Echo Children, who lurk in lone places, and,

pg_r their cries, confuse or _te{g’ufy_ _REQP_I?‘,,,;

Daksha ,

Daksha, the son of Brahma, is sometimes considered
to be the chief of the Prajapatis. He:was born-of Aditi,
and Aditi was born of him. Of_his sixty. fine-eyed’
daughters; he gave ten.in. marriage to Dharma. (the
law), twenty-seven to.Soma (they became. the constel-
lations, ‘nakshatras), thirteen to Prajapati Kasyapa
(they became the mothers of the gods, demons, men,
birds, serpents and all living creatures), three to
Trakshya (Garuda), two to Agni (or Krisasva), two"

to Angiras, two to Bhuta, and one, Sati, to Siva. The BHUTH SON OF THRS

¥4xs

complete number’and their distribution varies from WIFE oF BRI PHT

text to text.

Now on one occasion, when he was celebrating a  |LLECITAMIT SON 6F go M H =

sacrifice, Daksha invited all the gods to it with the

exception of his son-in-law Siva, of whose way of life 100N [‘ Moz MARAM Q]

he did not approve. In despair, Sati threw herself -

into the flames. Siva then sent one of his emanations, F%"" HO RO [ = Maow
Virabhadra, and thousands of demi-gods who - ~ 147
smashed everything, trampled on Indra, broke BRIEHT MOON LAGHT
Yama’s stick, blinded Bhaga, tore out Bhtigu’s beard, QHO ‘?QQ ONTLLERT =

broke Pushan’s teeth, massacred all present and

finally decapitated Daksha-and-threw. his-head into THE SOMF) OFEXTRSY

the sacrificial fire. After this Sati, brought to life again_
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