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EG‘rCJt B__l ‘ Tt is necmary to make fmme clear
d:snncnqns, smce not a!l ﬂngulstxc classifications are relevant here.. Only
genetic linguistics provldes us w:th useful criteria for the c!ass:ﬁcauon of
ethnic groups. In orderto, understﬂnd the essence of these criteria and to
be somehow prepared for a productwe reading of this book, the reader
should become fanuhar with some basic concepts of compara
tive-historical (i.e., genetic) linguistics which underlic the genetic
classification of

The languages of ttzel world can be  compared in two dxﬁerent rapeclx
either phonemic smilanues (mo;e or less perceivable) between' their
vocabularies (in a bpoac ' senSe, f.e., mcludmg also Jnmrphcnnc
componénts of words) httract ou:iattenhon, or the amdanuw een
:ﬂw abstract grammauég; a tegomg and rules organizing’ the elemenm of

eir voca ulanes into higher entities (phrases and sentenpes do so. In
can say, we : e interested i m the “lexies _substance
;.é lagfjer in t}ieﬂ- grammauca! form” (“ entelechy”)
ich _treates | compa uve-bzstoncal or genet:c_

' then' eognitxve results should be u_:_:tggm
béloqgi_q$ to two d:ﬂ'er Jevels of the phenomenon “ls -
‘ Needless to ] id of li

- g:

connection here: eman ultimately creations of h_n_sm,
means that their ‘and understanding requires _
Consequently, only comparatrve -historical study and research into their
languages can tell us somethmg about their origins and past development,

whereas j!,_ltua stics, being ex definitione ahistorical, is mthu{

But let us ponder 1fm‘ a while the most :mportant concepts of
oomparauve-histoncal llngmstm. Jn a logical sequencts reflecting the
+ discovery procedures of, oomparat:ve-hxstoncal linguistics, we should start

from the notion of regqlar hopemw correspondences between the
languages compared; tb'F ndamental concept upon which the
‘whole su;ucturc of ph eim la s (Lautgeserze), linguistic kinship, and
, hnguxstxc famﬂy has bee bml 'I'bgse correspondences do not even have
i to repl;eqent easily perc;ewpble phonetic similarities, but they must be
regular, 1.e repcated ina s;xﬂicxeng fumber of cases where the conditions
of the phqnemzc envuo}mgmt are the same,

=

The regu_lar phonemic corrggg‘ f ﬁdem begggig .!h e
le:neal elements of com ' cannot be acciden id

Lot desinences, ete. So the idea of a common origin of the ive
es ests itself quite obviously. Such re honemic
| co ndences enable us to pasit and to reconstruct a common

the “protoforms” from which the historically attested forms of the
compared languages have developed. In this way the idea of a common
prehistorical language, the “protolanguage” (Ursprache, langue commune,
Russ. prajazyk, etc.), whose descendants are the languages compared, has
originated. Only the languages for which such a protolanguage can be

reconstructed are genetically related and form a “linguistic family”.
"7 Comparative-histotical lmgulstxm involves numerous complex

questions related to the origins and evolution of individual
members of rcspechve linguistic families.
In Latin (for- etymologlcai purposes): -
Linguistica camparpuva et historica mvolvtt numerosas com-
plexas quaestiones felam ad origines et evolutionem individua-
~ lium membrorum raspectzvamm  familiarum linguistiarum.

As'we see in the above English sentence, all the “full words”, i.e.,

those re’ cmng to deﬁndblé phenomena of reality, are of I.atln origin.

that thgz are represented by a sufficient number of basic words and
grammatical morphemes, such as declensional and conjugational suffixes
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