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NOTES

1. The question suggests itself, whether by this name Aropawa,

the ancient name of the north part of the Middle Island of New

Zealand is intended, or whether the name was brought from

Hawaiki.

2. Tinaky. Williams’ Dictionary gives the meaning as ‘Seed
. potatoes; a garden and cultivated ground’; evidently implying

cultivation. The Moriori meaning is, to grow deep and strong,

or increase.

3. O wahine 'ti; in Maori, O wahine iti. Junior wives. Presumably

the senior one was exempt from work; but whether this is

correct or not, the wahine iti were evidently assumed to do the

hilling up of the Kumara.

4. Takina, draw forth, spring, shoot forth. Ka taki i [ = te] tupu,

the shoot comes forth.

5. There is a legend in which one Pupaonga or Paonga went to

a certain island with a party of people, and there killed an

ogress — Tipu(a? — called Tchurawhateitei, whose custom it

was to entice and then devour all people landing at her place.

Whether this is the same Paonga or not is uncertain, although,

as he was one of the Moriori heroes, it appears not improbable.)

6. The word miti (lick), scarcely embodies the full meaning of

the original, which here implies swallowing up, exhausting the

tide.

7. Devour, bolt whole, leave no remnant.

8. Although rangi is also used, ra is preferable, not clashing with

Tu-rangi. )

9. Kahukura, a shark god, hence the invocation.

10. ’a=kia. The ki left out because of the ki in Hawaiki.

11. Ka puta ot mahuta a Tutawake; in Maori, Ka puta te Waka-

ariki, ' Tis a war-party!’

12. Hiko, &c., might also be rendered, ‘Stride, spring away.’

13. Tuia, sew, reeve the sennet lashings to bind the parts of the

canoe together.

14. Hokoihoko (in Maori, Hokahoka) te manu hauturuki. ‘Like a

fledging bird they leave and take flight.’

15. Pa (= panga), to throw, place.

16. Tahiri-mangatea; committing themselves to the winds,

represented by this god. Those favoured were thrown (placed)

in Rangimata, those unfavoured were not.

17. Ends waving: ends of the maro at back and front of wearer.

18. Or senior chief.

19.Tik’ 0 Ro Maka. Another variant of this is: Kapihia

[ = Kapchia] i tchu 0 Ro Maka, ‘snatch it from beyond the Maka.’

There is nothing to show who this Maka really is.

20. Whiti te wawa. Wawa also bears the meanings of ‘scattered’

and ‘dispersed’. [t appears to be a question whether this does
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having no compass bearings, meaning as in translation.

31. E Hina tae ake ru — u(=ra). The Morioris are unable to
explain who Hina may be, or what it refers to. From the
construction of the sentence, Hina would appear to be a person,
or, what is probable, the object desired — fair wind and
weather personified. An old Maori incantation to subdue and
change a wind may throw some light on the meaning: Takataka
to hawu ki te Uru, whakataka to hau ki te Tonga, kia tu mahinahina
i uta, kia tu marokeroke i tai, &c. Mahinahina was explained as
referring to the way the silver gray of the leaves turned with
the wind appeared when a storm of wind and rain abated and
the general appearance showed fine weather, which last is the
object sought by the incantation.

32. Utihau, another name for the wind.

33, Takina, draw, induce, shoot forth.

34, Taina (= utaina), fill in, lade.

35. Motihangai is said to represent heaven or the sky; there is
nothing to show any other meaning, and the above would
appear to be in a figurative. sense. .

36. Tau (= taku). This pronunciation seems as if the Morioris
had retained here the pronunciation of their Tahitian brethren.
37. Utua, figurative for heaven, where the water was supposed
to be.

38. Tongaminino, the south or south-east wind. The additional

not refer to a much farther off Whiti than the one they came
from, especially as the recitation of the Maro referred to was
alleged to have taken place in Hawaiki.

21. Tuakina. It suggests itself as a reasonable rendering of this
word Tua, here used in the passive form; that it had originally
in its first use, as well as in these incantations, the meaning of
chopping down or felling, as a tree — symbolically, of course
— to avercome the object, or to achieve the end desired, using
at the same time in the ceremony sprigs of trees — manuka and
others — as the visible medium of breaking (chopping down)
the power fought against. The same idea is seen in ancient
incantations, both Maori and Moriori, which speak of ‘Taku
toki whanatu ana e hahau i te takapu o te rangi’ (slightly altered in
certain cases), ‘my axe which proceeds to chop the belly of the
sky,” i.e., induce a calm. Sometimes the Karakia is compared to
an Umu, oven, ‘to roast the crown of the sky.

22. Te rakau hanga mua, roto, &c., are evidently pieces of wood
used in the construction of the keels (Hua) or stem-piece (Koua)
of the canoe for which the fair wind is desired.

23. Uru 0 Mahuta. The hair of the crown of the head of Mahuta,
one of their ancient ancestors. The head being the most sacred
part of his body is used figuratively here as an agent to break
down the adverse power. Mahuta also represents the woods,
with their fragrance.

24. Ko e hau te kamakama. The Morioris have a peculiar manner
of pronouncing the word hau (= wind), apparently in accord-
ance with an undefined rule of sound; in other cases pro-
nounced heay — Ka heau, the winds, all the vowels being
sounded and blended, Kamakama appears to be the equivalent
to the Maori, to bubble up, as water, with a slight variation in
this case, light puffs of air, barely perceptible.

25. Nganangana is evidently a play upon the name Ngana
(Maori Ngana and Ngangana), to contend, to strive —hence, in
this case, to fight against Nuku and Rangi, to obtain the wind
sought for.

26. E Tchua. “Tis a Tchua’ (= Tua) — an incantation to chop,
fell, the evil power. This is really identical with the Maori Tua,
to subdue the winds.

27,28. Koe ra te mata mo Ruanuku. ‘Thou art the face for
Ruanuku’ — under the symbol of Ruanuku, old age, shall die,
&c.

29. He, Rawa, in assuming the face of Mahuika, i.e., attributes
of fire, will burn and crumple up the heaven, or the evil power
of the wind.

30. Still with the simile of an axe to chop down or fell the sacred
crown of Tch Anini and Tch Arohi, classed as winds, but really

word Minino is said to be derived from the story of Tawhaki’s
ascension to heaven, in which his foot slipped in ascending on
the south-east wind. Ko ro minitanga [maniatanga in Maori] o ro
wewe o Tawhaki ku rung’ i Tonga, the slipping of Tawhaki’s foot
on the south-east wind.

39. Anini and Arohi, as remarked in a previous note, are merely
mythical winds.

40. 1t appears strange how persistently this tradition of
bringing the Karaka berry and planting it is held by both
peoples, Maori and Moriori, separated as they each were for at
least six hundred years. With the exception of the Kermadec
islands, to the north of New Zealand, the tree does not appear
to be known elsewhere, and what has originated the legend?
41. Marautarq, a kind of creeping plant of the convolvulus
family, which one of the Ngati-tama Maoris recognized as
growing over the old decayed huts at Poutama, White Cliffs,
Taranaki, New Zealand: he called it Popohue. It is now extinct.
From its close proximity to the sea, it seems not improbable
that the seed was drifted here and thrown up by a gale to the
place where it grew.

42. Maitai 1s an ancient word, both Maori and Moriori,
denoting all kinds of fish, including seals; hhia 1s a particle,
introduced for euphony — Ko hhia Maitai.



