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Sir,
Living in a country where the system called,
“Indentured labour” is in vogue, one is continually

oppressed in spirit by the fraud, injustice, and inhuma-
nity of thich fellow creatures are the victims,

Fifteen years ago I came to Fiji to do mission
work among the Indian people here. I had previously
lived in India for five years. Knowing the natural
timidity of Indian village people and knowing also
that they had no knowledge of any country beyond
their own immediate district, it was a matter of great
wonder to me as to how these people could have been

induced to come thosands of miles from their nwo
country to Fiji. The women were pleased to see me
as | had lived in Incia and could talk with them of
their own country. They would tell me of their trou-
bles and how they had been entrapped by the recruiter
er his agents. I will cite a few cases,
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One woman told me she had quarrelled with her
husband and in anger run away from her mother-in-
law’s house to go to her mother’s. A man on the
road questioned her, and said he would show her the
way. He took her to a depot for Indentured labour.
Another woman said her husband went to work at
another place. He sent word to his wife to follow
him. On her way a man said he knew her husband
and that he would take her to him, This woman was
taken to a depot. She said that one day she saw her
husband passing and cried out to him but was silenced.
An Indian girl, was asked by a neighbour togo
and see the Muharram festival. Whilst there she
was prevailed upnn to go to a depot. Another
woman told me that she was going to a bathing ghat
and was misled by a woman to a depot.

When in the depot these women are told that
they can not go till they pay for the food they have,
had and for other expenses. Thsy are unable to do
so. They arrive in this country timid fearful women
not knowing where they are to be sent. They are
alloted to plantations like so many dumb animals. If
they do not perform satisfactorily the work given
them, they are punished by being srtruck or fined, or
they are even sent to gaol. The life on the plant-
ations alters their dewmeanour and even their very
faces. Some look crushed and broken-hearted, others

sullen, others hard and evil, I shall never forget
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the first time | saw ‘‘ indentured ” women, They
were returning from their day’s work. The look on
those women's faces haunts me,

it is probably known to vou that only about 33
women are brought out to Fiji to every one hundred
men. [ can not go into details coancerning this systew
of legalised prostitution. To give you some idea of-
the results, it will be sufficient to say that every few
months some Indian man murders for unfaithfulness
the woman whom he regards as his wife,

It makes one burn with indignation to think of
the helpless little children born under the revolting
condition of the * indentured labour” system. I
adopted two little girls daughters of two unfortunate
women who had been murdered. One was a sweet,
graceful child so good and true. It is always a marvel
to me how such a fair jewel could have come out of
~uch loathsome envirouments | took her with me to
India some years apo, and there she died of tuber-
culosis.  Her fair form was laid to rest on a hill side
facing snow-capped Kinchin-chinga. The other
child is still with me—now grown up to be a loyal,
and true and pure girl. But what of the children—
what of the girls—who are left to be brought up in
such pollution ?

After five years of slavery after fiveyears of legalis-
ed immorality~ the people are “‘free’. And what kind
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of a community emerges after five years of such alife?
could it be a moral and self respecting one ? yet some
argue in favour of this worse than barbarous system,
that the free Indians are better off financially than
would be in their own country ! I would ask you at
what cost to the Indiwn people? What have their
women forfeited ? what is the heritage of their
children?

And for what is all this <offering and wrong
agairst humanity > To gam profits--pounds, shillings
aud pence  for sugar compautes and planters and
others interested.

I bestech of you not to be satisfied with any
reforms 10 the system of indentured labour. 1 beg of
you not to cease to use your influence against this
iniquitious system till 1t be utterly abolished—H.
Dudley. Suva Fiji Novembe: 3
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Miss. Dudley, the writer of this pathetic letter, is
the pioneer Indian missionary in Fiji. She is an Aus-
tralian methodist and has done admirable and devoted
service in undertaking the care of Indian orphan-girls
whose mothers have been murdered and their fathers
hanged as the result of sexualjealousy produced by the
scarcity of women, whicn is one of the many blots upon
the system of indentured labour.”
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ML A R s werart Ay & aa
m%@%% “ The young and brutal overseers on

sugar estates (of Australian and Newzaaland origin)
take all sorts of liberties with good looking Indian
women and torture them and their husbands in case of
refusal, Sometimes compounders of medicines will call
an {ndian woman into a closed room (pretending to
examipe her, though she may protest there is nothing

% Fiji of To-day ammsm gra® Charles H. Kelly 26,
Paternoster Row London B.C. ﬁ@% fafdn & fam asdt 2
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the matter wither) and then torture har most indecently
for the gratification of their lust and even for getting
her to swear a charge against some I[ndian who may
have incurred their displeasure. Women are known to
bave been fastened in a row to trees and then flogged 1n
the presence of their little children.’
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*In F1ji every sitting of the Assizes 1s bound to
have two or three cases of tragedy to be traced sociolo.
gically to the root-evil of the [ndentare system ic. the
paucity of women. Nearly a dozen Tndians are thys
banged here every year. ( Fijiof to day. )
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Fi% ¥l WiT glre den & ft saggsar & aga
&0 2 | TF A et 89 £ 777 w0 ;AT & W) o=
T o g i werefiat it ste o g qo st
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The [nspector of Indian coolies only pays two visita
a year to their mserable barracks where men and wo-
men are penned together Iike cattle and even these ins-
pectors are for the most part not very keen about the
grievances of [ndians, as some of them are ex-employees

of the C S, R. Co ( Colonial Sugar Refining Company )
which is the real king of the colony.
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Tzl & o R # a='w wew faan

* The difference is small between the state, he now
finds lnmself in, and absolute slavery.vviviviinirsvisrses
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The coolies themselves, for the most part frankly ecall it
‘Nark’ (hell:)! Not only are the wages low, the tasks
hard, and the focd scant, but it 1s an entirely different
life from that to whichthey bave been accustomed, and
they chafe, especially first at the bondage...... «« No
effort is made either by the Government or by the emp-
loyers to provide the coolie with any elevating influe-
nge....es... A company of course has no soul. So long
as 118 Jobour 1s mmuintiaped 1o sufficient bealth to do its
tasks, no more 13 required. The same may be said of
1ts mules and bullocks, The children are allowed ot
run wild. No educational privilages are given. Ag

sonn as they reach the age of twelve they, too, must go
to the field.”’
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frw oF wox 7 ot S @ R v Ry S o
FIAT TIAT & Hib% I7% 7R sww & fropa faw
&ar 8 =i ¥ @ 99 ufid oftw @ Tum § Tw
T E AR HAM AT TR §1 A o) A HT
ST 7 FIA @ IAE THA T OFTY GGG FCA L
FIQATTAT | AT FEAT A TeAr O @ o Wy
TF FYAT T TN ATET AN AR TR F A &
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 The system of tasks prevails on the estates. So
many chainsolsugar-cane weeding or plantingare coun-
ted. for example, as a task. For the satisfacory per-
formance of this amountofwork the coolie receivesone
shilling., l{e is expected to accomplish it in one day
and the basis is that of an average man’s ablity. The
women are placed on the same footing, but their tasks
are lighter and the payment proportionatelyless. 1f a
man fails to performthe task set him within the day, ’he
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el ffon ol e g WA o s i olfis e
is Hable to be summoned to the courtand may be fined
or imprisoned for his slothfulness,...........When the

coolie judges that the task istoo hard, he has the right

of appeal to theicoolie inspector (a Government official)
but as that gentleman is not seen oftener than once or
twice a year, it is a somewhat limited privilege. Of
course there isthe magistrate to whom complaint can be
made : but the court-house may be twenty or thirty
miles away, and that ig practically an impossible dist-
ance. It is not surprising, therefore, that under such
conditions it frequently happens,that the coolie takes
the law into his own hands wries the edge of his

cane-knife upon the shull of the English overseer.”
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‘ Probably an even greater proportion of dissatis-
faction did not make itsappearance before the bench.”
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*‘ one of the saddest and most depressing sights, a
man can behold if he have any soul at all is a ‘coolie
line’ in Fiji, ”
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“The system is a barbarous one, and the best super- .«

vision can not eliminate cruelty aud injustice. Such a
method of engaging labour may be necessary in order
to carry out the enterprises of capital ; but there is
something dehumanising and degrading about the
whole system: it is bad for the coolie : it is not good
for the Englishman.”
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“In no country in the world would this state of -~
matters be tolerated for a moment and we think the
position serious.”
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“ There is now a number of recruiting Agents......

who have done all that man can do to ledge the labou-
rers as a preserve for them to plunder,

Al iy Aoyt

Contractors are every whefe plundering and seiz-
ing the labourer and selling him for somsething like
Rs. 210 or more per head, of which the poor labourer

receives not even a pinch of salt. This the very
essence of scoundrelism, an absolute trafficing in

human fiesh, of which the responsible Government
takes no notice, is tolerated everywhere, while
schemes permitting of the labourer, proceeding to the

labour districts in a state, that permit all the comfort
which he desires, are sternly suppressed.,
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‘“ Above all things we must confidently expect, as
an indispensable condition of the proposed arrange-
ments, that the colonial laws and their adiministration
will be such that Indian settlers, who have completed
the terms of service to which they agreed, as the
return for the expense of bringing then to the colonies,
will be free men in all respects, whit privilages no
whit inferior to those of any other clan of her Majes-
ty’s subjects resident in the colonies,

( Zalt arcmfiE wreafir ¢ 97wy et )
Tate oF aTet o A v e @ i senfra e
NETIE w o e @ s s



28 feraft g & AR 2% AF
PSS R e BB ol M= ot

m&a%mﬁﬁm%mm:ﬁwaﬁﬂi’miﬁw
£ R v STToTITROT & TAaTy Y T . v
ATl i SrReEt Ao A W E e aie-
Sa 3 |g TR & AT L [ Sulag §
S5 FEREE 1 SFARLTT S R & AR
sifagre fEat TR EH A g

7E FEAT ATEEI-AIH & % &S WEg 4 At W
frart ot o¢ fezw fag'a fwedi | ol & S
3@ A WEdl S 3 IA E TA T ouA A 2
TRE ARE GTET A1 i T A § WS qg B
ARETTEET 9T 97 SR ST € 99 T8 9¢ Higt-
A i & Y Il & TR AUIT gW amt
F@er Y S TE 9T TEme ww E 0 afy T
ZAEw (et wer 77 & @@t & | e s A
T FEITAY ATl 47 €oE gvet | R Fiw F 5y
T wAGA § i a a | gafy M A ] e
arAaret Ffedt & wEt wtus giad skt ®
fedt 1t ¥ ov a7 ft @ an fagw sowlt w3
TN §7F AT T4 a9 a7 AT ST A /YA J-
forat 't At & @t fan | gRme BT R et @
ot avg ffas & aw w0 & fod fneft gt & @




feraft gt & A2 s qd L ET)

il e S ol St = P N W ol i e i = A e vy NP

w8 OT ¥ W O DT A ' a® s 2 Wi ey
farr ot T & 1 9% AT @ € SY 9% Sar w R
9% W T awd & F gma ad R wyw § ww
TEAT g (HAAT £ L ARAIH AT OF 77 7w
HEAT € IART KW 2 WHAF, KGR A1 S ANGT
uw fiw @ wizaar & T 9%4 §, 9 4 o vyl
T QA § W A F R @Er fEu oo
frsfiamet & w9 S SORR § a9z S Y A
F1 9 A1 S TERET F QI AAT FT 397 1 70 g R
qUER & 9% 2z faraw & faar & B gay war 9
T 3T AT ? T GOFR FY AT FA7 A8 £ % moat
T F T HL ? FOMA, GARER ST qreiae
wt A feelt 3§ sfwat wosman 7 w0 G ar e
TART VTEIT B 07 T ¥ F4T =y 34 8w e
gt At A A AT FC & Irmy ¢ faw FW R
ARA-fag @t & greey aar St A R @y aw
w9 99 § waw R, g ! 99 39 R |t g v
Y T Tt T B gty R #, fREw a7 W
Tra & ? §WT w1 & g oftwr Donglas Hall &
WﬁWﬁ@tmlﬁaﬁﬂt{Monlﬂ"u%ﬁm“

¥ et au—



L frst e & B L

B e A A A A AN P
«] may add that the recent Inter Departmental
Committe under Lord Sanderson has recommended
that the system be allowed to continue subject to
certain recommendation in regardto particular colonies
and thev are under discussion.”’
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It is perfectly true that terms of the contract do

not explain to the coolie the fact that if he does not
carry out his contractor for other offences (like refu-
sing to go to hospital when ill, breach of discipline

etc,) he is to incur imprisonment or fine,
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‘This motion, the council may rest assnred will
be brought forward again and again, t1ll we carey 1t to
a succe~srul issue Tt affects our national self-respect
and therefore the soconer the Government recognises
the necessity of accepting it the becter it will be for all
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Mr. C. F. Andrews M. A,, “I can assure you the
bonk you have sent will be of very great service to
the cause we ail have so much at heart the abolition
©of this indenture slavery....... I have got a translation

made for me of your excellent book, It is very nearly
completed. I shall use it freely.”

ArAtEaTt fEzT SoTFo TTT J UHoTo frad
§ 3 sren) firmre fran g5 g fr 9 gerw woR



[ =]
A & gz v gaal (FAtaar) ® I3 A A,
far ¥ on 97 @ AT & 9GS §, 7 W9 e
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faran & | ag SAE @ qaE € o 8 | § Sawr
G I FEAT

Sir Henry cotton K C.5.:—"I am much obliged
to you for your letter and also for your little book on
Fui I nolonger read Hindi writing with facility but
have been able to unaerstand the greatar part what
vou have written and there is a refeince to it in a
leadtng article in “Inaia’” of July 3o0th.

HTATH T TAQ H1T o HlowHo MEo fivad
g% mmoR o & f@d, aur et gt @ geas
it frsft & fawa & € oud Rl oft, soree aga waw
¢ | Tl WY | fird e @ ang af 9% aear
o aw Ff 7% 9 geaw w7 niwwg amE fea g
3o i Frae W Thear € qwEe a9 § 9w
e Fom e 27

Shri Ramanand Chatterji M A Editor Modern
Review- "It would be good if somebody could publish
an English tran-lation of Pandit Tota Ram’s Hindi
book. For its own information the Government of
India mught get it transiated.”
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Yo FrTETrY St @ dto To (AgH FrUTEE ST
RE0 ) “qread # 9 TOF & OF 99 FwEEr &
"l § | Feliow & Ry swege # @ agtanr
ey &t S EwRA LY

QATIUSAT & GHISTHATY
Leader (Allahabad 25th May}:-—*..... We draw the

attention of the government and the public alike to
a book entitled ¢ et gla & AL 32 a9’ or * Twenty one
years of my lifein Fiji.” The book forms the second
number of Bharti Granthmala,  As the name of the
book indicates the author Pandit Tota Ram Sanadhya
has 21 years’ experience of the Condition in Fiji
whither he was enticed s an indentured labourer by
emigration agents,

The book from the beginning to the end is {full of
the most horrible accounts of inhunan cruelty and
hardships to which the indentured labourers are sub-
jected from the moment they fall into the hands of the
emigration agents until their return to their native-
land.

The instances of inhuman treatment are so num-
erous that 1t is Jifficult to choose one as a sample.
The condition of the indentured labourer there is so
distressing as to rg ge the sympathy and indigna-
tion of Indians andYhumane foreigners alike..........
Comment is needlgsg, Not only national self-respect

o
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but humanity demands that a system which allows
such outrages to be perpetuated ought not to be all-
owed to continue for any length of time ......ccciiiinines
We hope the startling disclosers made in this book
will receive the best attention from the Goverment of
India and that they will not hesitate to adopt the
drastic measures that seem to be urgently called for.’’

IT(TTWT) “ EH FTRIT FA T ST F IR
Frsfizta # R 3 9 THT gEEE ¥ AW WERT
woi § | au wre sanmen 9 e gerw B S
¥ % 7 9 W g 8, 1@ gEaw § e o
SrTCTA GaTar A1 fRa aavet AraEeRi
& fywa # R a9 W WA & | T WOCHTAT ZWA
e TR g E # awge A aw ek
AW 3 T & JEH | IR T qK Ig [F I
sy e ST fRTanRt sl aReRr @
i gt A B ga'aa wwgd A et fevad
wER B g @ A9 qH WA T A K
aw By o § 1 smafiw swmEd @ R wfie
mmwﬁ%ﬁ%%mﬁéa@%ﬁi
farclt o mt g afeww € AR & ga Sy A
oy Tt ot T sfuw gegd @ fR e
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Tribune (Lahore) 2znd June * After twenty one
years of a pathetic life Pandit Tota Ram has come
back to India to relate the mysteries—( for so they
are in the twentjeth century under the regime of an
enlightened nation) of his experiences in a foreign
islaud, Every one who reads the book will not fail to
see that the so called “ Indenure System’’ is but an-
other name for a civilized ano constitutional form of
oppressive slavery in modern times............The treat-
ment awarded to the coolies is, to say the jeast , horr-
ible and heart-rending and no Indian could read it with-
out feeling howdegraded he is in the scale of nations.
The treatment awarded to Indian coolies of the fair-
sex is enough to make one’s blood boil and make ones

"
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hair stand on end. After going throngh the whole of
the book, one stands aghast at some of the deeds rela-
ted therein .veveerven....cPangdit Tota Ram in exposing
the real state of affairs has not only done a great
service to India but in a way to the whole world in
as much as he has disclosed the dark side of modern
civilization......... The book is admirably written out
and is full of life and reality. The book cosists of
168 pages, valued at a reasonable price of 6 annas and
deserves a thorough perusal at the hands of the philan-
thropist and patriot.”

frsga (amdi ) “3U as’ & sRQtewrs dw &
17 Go Ararw FareT WA 3w T R g7
TEEAT B 0T R | 2 (il o gaesre 8
e # ¥ avd’ g Teedt & Ry s o € SwA
£ ) et w1t ofre 5 € | 19 gEas R v I
SAF ATIE qE @RI FO@ L it & et
T wngfas aag # mEEr r{qr gam‘i T T
frrmae st g www &
siﬁﬁr%mvxaﬁmf%wm i Iy = |
AT FHHC AW g7T R7res w8 R @ g o
I AT €F TEAF RS IR A AT 6T
e gt 5 gw @ ged st d fead wifrs
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Modern Review (April) “The author of this book
was enticed to Fiji as an indentured labourer while
he was yet a boy and had got only clementary educa-
tion. But the striking fact in the book is that
the way in which he bhas narrated his subject does
not in the least show that he is not educated,
Every aspect of the book,—its language and descrip-
tion, its style and arrangement, are of the best order.

This is something strange, but nevertheless a fact.
The baok reads like a nicelv wiitten story and gives
a store of useful information about the condition of
Indian labourer in Fiji. It appears that the author
besides working as a labourer, utilised mest of his

time in general culture of asuperior order, Fhe author
lived 1n Fiji for tweny~-one y ears and bis experiences
which he has mentioned are of a varied and most
interesting nature ,”
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ared fep—“‘vq qErw w1 TafEr FEREC
s mge *% e PRt & Aw faw v
& 92 ar@® & a1 Ak 9w % gaw @ anfarw
forer & wrw =t oft | @ gEaw # sTEdAE A
Staz i frg zx X oeawat A owoa few o
aua feonr 2 SES ar fieww ot oo adft At (&
sevprre wRRa € | 9EA W1 9% E9-ISH WINT,
i, & feft ST FAFRTT—aT Tt H R E 1
T 3T WCTAOTE £ qC ot g R 9 W
qza # ow =S 2y & faeht g wur # € @ O
2. i fnoft & wrefiy Aedt & R & @ g
# qraslt AnEE T @ € | 7€ e Qe g
grrRat A F1 EW R LT WYX GAT =0
Fi AT I¥ IFR 5 FuiE R aER A are
et 2 | geawat k7 gF aw frd d T € s waR
wava @ IR aOw 5 & ¥ firw L awe R i
S AACTF &

R

India (London) 30th July 1915 :—%, ... And if we
single out Fiji it is not because things are any better
in Mauritius or British Guiana; but because we have
here a witness who from his own experience can testi-
fy to the criminal methods under which recruits for
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thic army of forced labour are obtained. He has him-
self been a victim of the threats and misreprensenta-
tion~ which are employed to entice these unhappy
peopls into the contractor’s depot: and more fortunate
than the rest, has lived to tell the tale.

rhrear (dza) Yo ara arc o fesh #.f
& it fren @ gy www g A9 @ B AR @
gy maan & arcaaTfat 31 s Rl e s
sot § afew gamERg a7 & R oie 9w
o et & Fr ot 5w e R g § W aw
® TATU 8 @ar € gaiedt W T % ol 9y
Sers Wt AwEE S e AT g AR R
adt Fegr T 8 | Jt Trw e gafkaf e s
srEfRdt R o & ¢ & fay fwd € swr ag
o s g7 gw R s o = & whrw ghi
ol a17 &t 72 & B 9T @ wars R gam & fad
shfag Tz e |

e

Vedic magazine (Shravan 1972):—*The writer bas
done a public service by bringing out this booklet
of more than 160 pages. It records many ,a tragedy—
tales of nnbearable and indescribable woe and cala-
mity—perpetrated on our innocent sisters —Hindus
and Mohammaden— in this distant land. A perusal
of the book will convince any and everybody that the

"
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time has arrived when a supreme effort must be macde
to save the fair name of India and honour of Indian
men and women. A special joint session of the Indian
Naticnal Congress and the Mohammaden League can
discuss the subject and take proper constitutional ste-
ps to remedy the state of affairs It would be a great-
er service to the country, if the book under review
were rendered into English and published broadcast
in England «.ecoiiinins The book is interesting though
it is melancholy reading ; and every Indian who prides
himself on being a son of India would do well to read
it carefully ...”

s Adfiar ((wmaw 8eR ) —"weawat 7 =
QAT T e aaanar S /ar s on w1 R
8. X TEAF & WAT T $UAE & IT
TEE T WdAts TE Wi gt & afitgd & Sl
TA fsg =T e affdt 1 ywas ogd €1
T g6 B IFC 9T AW WIW € 98 @
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ot o @ fary it vt e & ofte d aem
% fod g o s s wifey ) wide s ge-
fam v =t ox firelt g F5% & 1w favg o AR
AT TRA 1 ST ¢ TEA B LT FC FT AT S
AT v & R g aEt and Sy gt s e
T Jeas o AR wyEw w0 wae d W gy
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